THE OFFICIAL 2021/2022 MATCHDAY PROGRAMME
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JOINT
CHAIRMAN
CHRIS DAYNES
Good afternoon and good
evening and wishing you all
a warm welcome back to the
Goldstar Ground.

It’s a double issue programme so we
welcome the players, officials and supporters
of both Barking and Great Wakering Rovers.
There’s only one place to start!... I’ve taken
a bit of stick personally on social media (don’t
you just love it?!) regarding my stance, and
statement, on the recent postponements.
There is no doubt Covid presents clubs
with a massive headache, and as Covid officer
at our club I know the struggle to get games
played and keep up with the various rules.
For this reason the Isthmian League gave all
clubs a very clear set of protocols to follow in
the event of a Covid outbreak at a club, and
the conditions in which a postponement
could be requested.
With the information we were provided with,
we are not confident that the protocols were
followed by the opposition in our postponed
home matches either side of Christmas.
I’ve been accused of ‘bleating’, but I am one
of the joint Chairmen of a football club and I make
no apology for wanting to play football matches
if at all possible, there are wider implications
to think about than simply rescheduling a date
and thinking that solves the issue.
I have no issue whatsoever with
postponements when all the conditions are
met and the protocols are followed. I simply
want all clubs to follow the same set of rules
that our club is/has.
Nobody wants to lose players to Covid or
any other illness or injury, and we’ve had more

than our fair share so far this season, but it’s
up to clubs to have the infrastructure (clubs
were advised to carry larger squads this season
due to the likely impact of Covid) to be able to
bring players in, and the rules state it should
be regardless of age or ability. We’ve had as
many as 12 players missing through injury
and illness on multiple occasions this season
but we have brought in reinforcements from
the U23s and U18s to fill the gaps, and have
not looked to postpone any games.
I know everyone is frustrated by the five
recent postponements, but please think
carefully before venting on social media,
particularly for genuine postponements such
as at Bury on Monday.
Having spoken with the Bury Chairman
on Sunday evening whilst he was helping clear
tons of water from the pitch I have no doubt
they did everything they could to get the game
on, and would have taken a massive financial
hit by missing out on probably a four figure
crowd and the various income streams that
brings in.
We now get 2022 underway in good recent
form and with matches coming thick and fast.
Let’s hope we can keep the feel good factor
going and start looking up the table instead
of down below.
Enjoy the game!

FROM THE DUGOUT
STUART BOARDLEY
Good afternoon/evening to you all
and a warm welcome to our guests
whether in respect of either Barking
or Great Wakering.
Since I last wrote a column here we have had an
extremely frustrating time with zero games played due
to two postponements in a row, one a home game
against Maldon and a local derby at our local rivals
Bury Town. The postponements have come at a time
where we had really started to find some form with
consecutive wins against two teams in the top four but
we have used the period as an opportunity to allow a
few of our lads to return from injury and we now have
an extremely busy January that we believe could really
define how high we climb the league table this season.
As a squad though as much as the postponements
have been frustrating, we have tried to use them as
positives in any way we can and that’s what we all
must try to do. We have worked hard on fitness over
the period (something that you just cannot do when
you have a heavy games schedule in front of you)
and hopefully moving into the second half of the
season that will stand us in good stead.
Barking
This busy period of course kicks off with two
homes games, first of which being against
Barking. Barking had a very good start to
their campaign but now find themselves
in 17th position with a points tally equalling
games played. Their games always seem
to yield goals with no less than 35 goals in
their last eight games meaning that we
will hopefully have an entertaining game
for all in attendance.

‘As a squad though
as much as the
postponements
have been
frustrating, we
have tried to use
them as positives
in any way we can’

Great Wakering
Another tough fixture against a side that have proven
on numerous occasions they can beat the best in our
league with wins coming against Maldon, draws at Bury
and Dereham and of course, a win last time out away
against Canvey Island. We are expecting a very tough
fixture similar to the one we had with them in September
where we were unceremoniously dumped out of the
FA Cup.
It looks as though the Government stance is very
much that we need to learn to live alongside the
big “C” word that we have all had enough of! We are
very optimistic now that football will continue without
too much disruption and we will finally see a full season,
something that perhaps just prior to Christmas did
not look all that realistic.
Thanks for reading and as always your support is
most appreciated and we hope you enjoy the games!
Boards

SEASIDER
PHIL GRIFFITHS

Now not many people know this...
Let the train take the strain…
The train now leaving Beijing
ICD will call at Kazakhstan,
Russia, Belarus, Poland, Germany,
Belgium, France and … Barking?

No longer a dream, it became a reality just
two years ago when China launched its first
direct rail freight service from Beijing to London
and the choo choo stops at Barking! It takes
two weeks, covers 12,000 miles, it’s cheaper
than airfreight, faster than sea-freight and
London became the 15th European City to
join the ‘New Chinese Silk road’.
Using the Channel Tunnel to cross the
open water and making a destination call

at Barking Rail Depot in 12 – 15 days’ time,
dependent on other stops on route!
That new wallet, purse, bag, scarf, coat,
mobile phone you got as a Christmas present,
might well have come via this route - more
so, if you live in the main metropolis!
The Silk Road: Established when the HAN
Dynasty in 130 BC officially opened what
became a series of ancient trade networks
that connected China and the Far East with
countries in Europe and the Middle East.
The route included a group of trading posts
and markets that were used to help in the
storage, transport, and exchange of goods.
It was also known as the Silk Route. It ended in
1453AD when the Ottoman Empire boycotted
trade with China and closed them.…
But now, it’s back!

THE OTHER SIDE

BARKING
We continue our footballing journey in the
Isthmian League after our return in 2017
following a gap of thirteen seasons.
Our renaissance started when Mick
O’Shea and Rob O’Brien took us into third
place in the Essex Senior League in 2014/15
and the winning the Gordon Brasted Memorial
Trophy. This progress was maintained in 2016/17
when Glen Golby and Steve Willis led us to
win the Essex Senior League championship
and promotion back to the Isthmian League.
Their successor Justin Gardner took us to tenth
place in 2017/18, thus justifying our promotion
and our highest finish since 2005/06.

EARLY DAYS

The ancient abbey town and fishing port of
Barking has been represented by a football
team since at least 1880 and we are the
longest established football club borough of
Barking and Dagenham. Barking’s colours of
Royal Blue are said to originate from the
Short Blue fishing fleet which plied the oceans
from Barking Creek for many years and
supplied London with fish.
In 1880 the Barking Rovers club was formed,
playing on Eastbury Field, and is known to
have existed until at least 1890. The Vicarage
Field ground was opened in 1884 with a match
against IIford which Rovers won 2-0 but in 1889
Barking Rovers were accused of damaging
the Vicarage Field cricket pitch and were
forced to return to Eastbury Field. Barking
Woodville from Forest Gate became known
as Barking Woodville and moved to the
Vicarage Field in 1896 and appear to have
disbanded in 1900 when the Vicarage Field
lease expired. The Vicarage Field was then
occupied by Barking Institute, formed in at
least 1896 as Barking Working Lads’ Institute,
as the local Church Institute were involved in

running it with the name being changed to
Barking Institute. Barking Institute’s name
changed to Barking in 1902. The name was
changed again to Barking Town from 1919 to
1932, reverting to Barking until 2001 when
changed again to Barking and East Ham
United for five seasons.
The club progressed to the South Essex
League from 1900/01 and the London League
from 1909/10, playing in both for several seasons
(leagues were smaller in those days). In 1912
their application to join the Isthmian League
was rejected but they had been founder
members of the Athenian League in 1911,

were installed at the Vicarage Field in 1958
and Barking was the first club to play an
Isthmian League match under its own lights.
In 1973 Barking were required to leave the
Vicarage Field by the council and were leased
the present ground. In June 1990 the Isthmian
league’s ground grading committee deemed
that Mayesbrook Park was unfit for Premier
division football and at the league’s AGM there
was a vote whether or not to relegate Barking
which was won by eight votes. However, this
was a temporary reprieve as in the next season
after 39 years at Premier Division level, the
club suffered the first relegation in its history
and in 1996 relegated to Division 2. Promotion
back to Division 1 was won in 2000/01.
Following restructuring Barking played in
the Southern League Division 1 East in 2004/05
and 2005/06, reaching the play offs in both
seasons. In 2007, following the tragic death of
chairman Peter Webster in late 2004 and the
subsequent liquidation of the parent company,
the club was demoted to the Essex Senior
League in 2006.

CUP SUCCESS
Barking photos taken from Flickr.
Credit to Terry Gilbert

resigning after only two matches, having been
fined for not fielding the strongest possible
team, and not rejoining until 1923. During the
Second World War matches in the South Essex
Combination were played at the Merry Fiddlers
Ground, Dagenham as the Vicarage Field
was converted to an anti-aircraft site and all
matches in 1945/46 were played away.

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE YEARS

Barking were invited to join the Isthmian League
in 1952 and in 1978/79 under Eddie McCluskey
won the championship and were named FA
Non-League team of the year. Floodlights

Barking’s lost 3-1 to Leyton at Millwall FC in the
1926/27 FA Amateur Cup final, and a total of ten
appearances in the last eight of the Amateur
Cup was made, from which we progressed
to one final and three semi-finals. We have
played in the FA Cup since 1895/96, but Oxford
United are the only professional club’s first
team who has been defeated in a 1979 FA Cup
tie, in two ties against Gillingham separated
by 55 years the professionals required two
matches on each occasion to progress. We
have reached the second round proper a
total of four times. In the FA Vase in 1996/97
Barking reached the fifth round (last 16) and
were narrowly defeated by a single goal at
Mossley. The Essex Senior Cup final has been
reached 14 times, of which seven were won,
and the London Senior Cup has been won
four times in seven finals. A memorable
success came in 1996/97 when the Essex
Thameside Trophy against Canvey Island

was won with the 22nd taken from the
penalty spot. Barking triumphed by 8 to 7
and the final kick was successfully converted
by Uzodimma Agbasonu.

THE PROFESSIONAL GAME

Over 40 Barking players have gone on to the
professional ranks and the most recently
famous old boys are in no particular order:
Kevin Hitchcock, Darren Purse, Lamar Reynolds,
Jack Leslie (probably Barking’s first black player),
James Dillimore (Millwall), Harold Halse, Len
Casey, Peter Carey, Mark Lazarus, Laurie
Abrahams. George Shalders, Joe Hawkins
and Jack Tresadern (West Ham United and
capped in 1923) who played for “The Hammers”
in the first Wembley cup final in 1923.

OUR BOBBY

Our most famous ex player is of course Bobby
Moore, the West Ham United and World Cup
winning England captain. He never played
for our first team but research supported by
the memories of our late president, Ron
Debenham, has indicated that he played for
our A team which was at that time the third
team and put young men such as Bobby
Moore up against players some times twice

their age or older. The A Team finished
second in their Isthmian League section in
1952/53 and then subsequently wound up
and Bobby moved on to be signed by West
Ham United and the rest is history. The
programme for a charity match in 1969 played
at the Vicarage Field states Bobby “decided
to play on the pitch where he had previously
appeared as a member of Barking’s ‘A’ team”.
This was corroborated in 2015 by former
Barking player Alan Batten, who played
alongside Bobby in our A team. Bobby’s parents
had been active members of Barking FC
Supporters’ Club and organised the transport,
comprising fleets of coaches and even a
special train in those days, to away matches.

FOR THE RECORD

Among the club records is an unbeaten run
of 17 games in 1968/69 which was almost
matched by a run of 15 matches in 1996/97. In
the light of modern complaints about fixture
congestion it is of interest to note that Barking
played 14 games in April 1927, losing only four
of them. The club record run of unbeaten
league games is 23 set by the reserves in
2011/12 which comprised the whole league
season and one game from the next.

Compiled by Derek Pedder with acknowledgements
to Gavin Ellis, Fay Pedder, Les Wilson, Terry Gilbert,
Nathalie Hoodless, Mark Harris, Colm Kerrigan, Phil
Sammons, Fred Hawthorn and Ronald Price. Amended
and updated by Terry Gilbert December 20th 2021.
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SQUADS

PITCHING IN Isthmian North League
Saturday 8th January 2022, 3pm

Felixstowe &
Walton United FC

Barking FC

Manager: Charlie MacDonald
Kit: All Yellow
GK: Orange

red/yellow - goals - played

Manager: Stuart Boardley
Assistant Manager: Andy Crump
Kit: Red & White GK: Turquoise Blue

Stuart Ainsley
Noel Aitkens
Henry Barley
Callum Bennett
Zak Brown
Ollie Canfer
Danny Crump
Sam Ford
Rhys Henry
Josh Hitter
Billy Holland
Lamell Howell
Harry Knock
Jordan Matthews
Sam Nunn
Leon Ottley-Gooch
Miles Powell
Callum Robinson
Armani Schaar
Kieran Twinn
Charlie Warren
Joe Whight
Curtley Williams

Eddie Allan
Harvey Browne
Rahimo Charfi
Kenedi Dariri
Kyle Eam
Georgie Fairhead
James Folkes
Charlie Heatley
Kieran Jones
George Okoye
Osaretin Otete
Charlie MacDonald
Jess Norey
Elliot Omozusi
James Shaw
Sebastian Towse
Barney Williams

MATCH
SPONSOR:

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: Mr Thomas Harvey Assistant Referees: Mr Rhys Collins and Mr Neil Farrow

OUR SQUAD ...
THE SEASIDERS
Introducing the Felixstowe & Walton United FC playing squad
and management team for the 2021/2022 season.

STUART BOARDLEY
manager

ANDY CRUMP
assistant manager

Stuart started his footballing career at Ipswich
Town leaving in 2004 after 10 years and being
unable to break into the premier league squad.
He went on to play in League One for Torquay
United but following relegation left to play for
Suffolk clubs Sudbury, Leiston and Felixstowe.

Andy returned to Felixstowe & Walton
United as Assistant Manager following the
appointment of Stuart Boardley in 2019.
Having enjoyed success in previous spells at
the club as both player and First Team Coach,
he is keen to ensure the club establish
themselves at Step 4 and continue to be a
crucial part of the local community for both
junior and adult players and supporters.

In October 2018 he was appointed as Manager
of Step 3 side Leiston but left one year later
to link up with Felixstowe and Walton as their
Manager as they look to establish themselves
at Step 4 of the footballing pyramid.

SPONSOR: Chris & Jayne Ryan, Chris Worrall

SPONSORS: Pat Haseman, Felixstowe Radio

PUBLICATION OF OWNERSHIP

Felixstowe & Walton United Football Club is owned and managed by Felixstowe & Walton United Football Club Ltd
(by guarantee) registration number 10076800. The Chairman of the Company is Christopher Daynes, Andrew Clarke
& Matthew Hope. The Directors of the Company are Christopher Daynes, Andrew Clarke, Matthew Hope,
Tamlyn Ward & James Simmonds.

callum roBinson
Goalkeeper

Callum Bennett
right Back

CURTLEY WILLIAMS
DEFENDER

Callum joined the club last
summer from Stowmarket
Town. He started his career
at Colchester United before
playing for Wroxham, AFC
Sudbury and spent time on
loan at Brantham Athletic.

Callum is in his second spell
at the club having re-joined
in late 2018. An attacking full
back with one of the best
ball deliveries in non-league
football. Callum has plenty of
experience from his time at
Ipswich U18s, Stoke City U21s
and Notts County.

Curtley joins the club having
last played for Stowmarket
Town in 2020. Prior to this, spells
at Lowestoft Town, Dagenham
& Redbridge and Luton Town
demonstrate the pedigree and
experience Curtley possesses.
He takes on the role of Vice
Captain at the club in his first
season with the Seasiders.

SPONSOR: Matthew Daynes

SPONSORS: Paul & Elliott Arbon,
Dave Ablitt

SPONSOR: Les Soal

stuart ainsley
left Back

JOE WHIGHT
DEFENDER

curtis haynes-Brown

Stuart joined the club for his
second spell in 2014 from
Lowestoft Town. Previous clubs
include Chelmsford City and
AFC Sudbury. Stuart spent 10
years at Ipswich Town, winning
the FA Youth Cup in 2005.
Stuart has a sweet left foot
and a great work ethic.

Joe came through the ITFC
Youth system before playing
for the likes of Needham, Bury
and most recently AFC Sudbury
where he captained their side.
A left sided defender, Joe offers
composure, a wonderful left
foot and a toughness and desire
to defend to the back line.

Curtis joined last season
from Stanway Rovers and
has a fine Isthmian league
pedigree. Previous clubs
include AFC Sudbury,
Lowestoft Town, Yeovil Town,
Cambridge United, AFC
Wimbledon, Macclesfield
Town and Maldon & Tiptree.

SPONSOR: Chris & Jayne Ryan,
Matt Hope

SPONSORS: Winnie McClean,
Zog Energy Ltd

SPONSORS: George & Shirley Ainsley

defender

sam nunn
defender

Kyle jopling
defender

harry knock
defender

Sam originally joined on loan
from Stowmarket Town. He has
previously played at a higher
level for Lowestoft Town, Bury
Town and Needham Market.
Sam suffered with injuries
last season but Boards and
Crumpy had seen enough to
make his signing a must.

Kyle joined the club in the
summer of 2019 after spending
part of the previous season
on loan from Colchester
United. Another player for the
future, Kyle is already a hit
with the supporters after his
classy displays at the back.

Harry joins the Seasiders
on loan from Ipswich Town.
Harry a second year Scholar
at ITFC reunites with former
team mate Zak Brown, is a
centre half by trade. Harry
has made a confident start
to his spell with the club,
featuring in all three games
since signing.

SPONSORS: Chris Walne,
Richard & Jenny Bugg

SPONSORS: Hawkeye Construction
Investments Ltd

BILLY HOLLAND
midfielder

jordan matthews
midfielder

leon ottley-gooch

Billy started life at Ipswich
Wanderers and has had
spells at Needham, Leiston
and AFC Sudbury. He’s 28
now and in his prime and
has joined Felixstowe to push
on and win things. Being left
sided will bring a real balance
to the midfield as well as
adding a goal or two.

Jordy, a one club man and a
manager’s dream. Equally
happy in midfield or in the
No.10 shirt. Always gives 110%
and somehow covers every
blade of grass. With his fair
share of goals and tackles
he is a great all round player.

Leon signed for the club in
2020 and is another vastly
experienced player at step 3
and 4 level. Previous clubs
include Leiston, Bury Town,
Hadleigh Utd and Stowmarket
Town. Leon is very versatile
but is predominantly a
dynamic midfield player.

SPONSOR: Danny Soall

SPONSORS: Dave Banks & Ollie,
Plymouth Argyle FC Supporters

midfielder

SPONSORS: Steve & Kate Garnham

JOSH HITTER
midfielder

noel aitkens
midfielder

lamell howell

Josh signs for us having
played his football at Step 3
side Leiston for the past
three seasons and gained
a vast amount of exposure
and experience at that level.
Josh is an attack minded
player who is very dynamic
and likes to arrive in the box
late and score goals.

Noel’s signing for the club last
summer caused a stir amongst
the non-league world, joining
from step 3 Leiston and being
described by manager
Boardley as “the best midfield
player in this area”. Noel is quick,
strong, can tackle, is athletic
and can really play football!

Lamell signed from
Brightlingsea Regent in 2020.
He can play on both wings
or in the number 10 position
and brings pace and trickery
to the side. He has previously
played for Stowmarket
Town,Debenham LC and
Brantham Athletic

SPONSOR: Stan Baston

SPONSOR: Steven Seeley

RHYS HENRY

henry Barley

armani schaar

Rhys re-joined the Seasiders in
2020 after a season at Leiston.
He played a crucial role in the
2018-19 side playing at step 4
for the first time and has
previously played for Ipswich
Town, Southend United, Maldon
& Tiptree, Needham Market,
AFC Sudbury & Bury Town.

Henry signed for the club in
2019 following his contract
expiring at Ipswich Town.
Another popular young
player who had also been
on loan from the then EFL
Championship club the
previous season.

Armani played for Felixstowe
& Walton back in 2016 before
moving on to Leiston and then
Lowestoft Town where he
helped them avoid relegation.
Armani has also had spells at
Needham Market and brings
with him plenty of experience
playing at step 3 level.

SPONSORS: Jimmy Simmonds

midfielder/forward

SPONSORS: Paul & Elliott Arbon

midfielder/forward

SPONSOR: Barry Caley

midfielder/forward

midfielder/forward

SPONSOR: Kedan Logistics Ltd

zak Brown
forward

george clarke
forward

miles powell
forward

A sought after and highly rated
young striker. At just 17, Zak
penned a two year pro
contract with Ipswich Town
where he was a regular
marksman in the U23’s. Zak
started life in the Seasiders
Youth sections and the club
are delighted to have him back.

George signed at the same
time as Sam Nunn, also from
Stowmarket Town and has
previously played for Ipswich
Town, AFC Sudbury, Needham
Market, Brightlingsea Regent
and Brantham Athletic.
George is a powerful player
with the speed to match.

‘Milo’ spent the 2014/15
season with Whitton United
returning to the Seasiders
where he learnt his trade.
Milo has now become one of
the most prolific goal scorers
the club has ever had.

SPONSORS: Chris Daynes & Kate
Ayriss, Zog Energy Ltd

SPONSORS: Richard & Jenny Bugg

SPONSORS: Suffolk Carpet Weavers,
SCW Racing, Port Side Solutions Ltd

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

“The Isthmian Football League

ollie canfer
forward

danny crump
Goalkeeper

Ollie made a dramatic impact
when he joined the club in
November 2019, signing from
Mildenhall Town. “Canfs” burst
onto the scene scoring 9 goals
in 13 games. The fans love his
non-stop running and desire
to cause defensive headaches
for the opposition.

This is Danny’s fifth spell at
Felixstowe & Walton after
spells at Hadleigh and more
recently Mildenhall. He has
made over 200 appearances
for the club and kept over 50
clean sheets from 2015 to 2018.
Danny is now working as a
player/coach.

SPONSOR: Steven Seeley

SPONSOR: Gary the Goat

strongly supports the FA
statement that there should
be a zero-tolerance approach
against racism and all forms of
discrimination. Accordingly, any
form of discriminatory abuse
whether it by reason of age,
disability, gender reassignment,
race, religion and belief, marriage
and civil partnership, pregnancy
and maternity, sex and sexual
orientation or any other form
of abuse will be reported to
The Football Association for
action by that Association.”
(The FA 0800 085 0508 /
Kick it Out 020 7253 0162).
The Isthmian League and all
Member Clubs in the League
are committed to promoting
equality by treating people
fairly and with respect, by
recognising that inequalities
may exist, by taking steps to
address them and providing
access and opportunities for all
members of the community.”

STUART STEVENSON
coach

GARY HAMMOND
Goalkeeper coach

kristin viikmaa
sports Therapist

After hanging up his boots
Stuart joined Felixstowe Utd as
a fitness coach/physio, then on
to Trimley to help coach his son’s
team from the U8s-U16s. Stuart
rejoined the Seasiders to coach
the U18s which lead him on to
being part of the first team staff.
Stuart is an FA level 2 coach
and an FA level 1 mentor.

Gary is in his fourth season with
the club. He was part of the
double winning team with
Walton Utd before the
merger with Felixstowe. He
has a wealth of experience
having previously played for
Stowmarket, Woodbridge
and Ipswich Wanderers.
Gary is also Club Treasurer.

Kristin joined the club as
a placement student in
September 2020. She has
now graduated from her BSc
Sports Therapy degree at the
University of Essex in 2021.
Previously she has worked
as a voluntary Sports
Therapist at St Joseph’s
College in Ipswich.

AVAILABLE TO SPONSOR George
Baker (Shipping) Ltd

SPONSOR: Ryecroft Freight Ltd

SPONSORS: Paul Secker, Ray Wade

a group of individual venues in Felixstowe

Supporting The Seasiders
CAFÉ BENCOTTO

THE ALEX

VIEW POINT CAFE

Pizza, Pasta,
Mediterranean

Café Bar &
Brasserie

Fish and
Ships

Town Centre
IP11 7AB

Seafront
IP11 2AF

Landguard Peninsular
IP11 3TW

—————

—————

———–—

HAPPY NEW Year and first we must ask:
Is everything OK in the Premier League?
It’s been difficult to open a newspaper, listen
to the radio or watch the TV without hearing
a top flight boss moaning about playing too
many games over the festive period, bleating
about a lack of players, not being able to use
five subs in a game or even the League Cup
schedule clogging up the calendar.
Apparently there is also concern about the
fixture congestion after 18 games needed to
be postponed in recent weeks. Although some
welcome relief that UEFA will allow games to
be played on the same nights as Champions
League matches. Phew!
That sound you can hear is a collective laugh
from Non-League as a whole, including fixture
secretaries who might lose twice that amount of
games to bad weather in the space of three days.
Look, it’s easy to take pot shots at the
whinging managers. When they are paid as well
as they are, have access to the best facilities
in elite sports and can rotate their squads far
more easily than they let on, they probably
deserve a bit of dig in the ribs.
Non-League managers and players will have
a wry smile when thinking about the schedules
their players, all while working proper
day jobs around it, go through.
I’ve always felt that if those at the
top of the game are concerned about

player welfare, then it should be listened to. It
should also be pointed out that the TV money
they benefit from is based on the fact they
have to play a lot of games, particularly around
the Christmas period where demand is high.
But Christmas 2021 has also shown the
interest for Non-League football, with crowds
booming across the Pyramid. Four-figure
crowds suddenly don’t seem all that unusual
at Steps 4, 5 and even 6.
And that’s key for clubs to boost the coffers.
Festive football is such an important money
spinner for all Non-League clubs where the
pounds across the turnstiles and the second
spend in the bar is so crucial.
Fans flocking to grounds can probably be
put down to a combination of factors. Apathy
at the cost of higher football, thirst for live sport,
people feeling comfortable in lower crowds
are no doubt among a number of reasons.
Hopefully people have also seen enough
that they want to return regularly. There are
plenty of games to come this season. And after
the last two seasons were hit by Covid, you
won’t hear much moaning about it down here.
By Matthew Badcock

SEASIDER
PHIL GRIFFITHS

Now not many people know this...

Shoeburyness is quite near Great Wakering,
which is really close to Foulness…

Bombs Away!

Once upon a time long ago, I was a soldier
serving Queen and Country and stationed at
Felixstowe in a Bomb Disposal Unit (now called
EOD unit) and we worked between the south
coast and the North of Scotland.
It’s a long story, with many tales to tell…
but there is one that involves Great Wakering
and the surrounding area of Shoeburyness
and Foulness Island.
One day someone in Whitehall decided
that there should be a 3rd London Airport and one suggested site was Foulness Island,
near Southend and next to Great Wakering.
The area had been a Military gun range
since the early 1800’s and my unit were
tasked with discovering and calculating the

depth of contamination caused by military
ordnance on the Island and surrounding
sands and report on the viability of the area.
We thought it was going to be a long,
drawn-out affair over several months, but in
fact it only took 7 days and one report before
the whole idea was abandoned and Great
Wakering remains to this day, a small town on
the edge of Southend, close to Shoeburyness
and Foulness Island.
The reason - over the week, in an area
roughly the size of a penalty area on a football
pitch, we uncovered around 7 tons of metal
shrapnel, discharged shells and unexploded
ordnance that we had to dispose of - that
was just 14 men with metal detectors in 7 days.
The total area would have been around the size
of 50 football pitches! The idea was abandoned.
The following week we were working in
Scotland on a beach adjacent to Carnoustie
Golf Course, but that’s another story!

MILLERS HIT BORO FOR SEVEN,
WHILST THE MAGPIES DEFEAT THE
LEADERS - AGAIN
BY IAN TOWNSEND, TAKEN FROM WWW.ISTHMIAN.CO.UK

Hashtag hit the top five, and
Great Wakering pull off a stunning
comeback. It’s our Pitching In
Isthmian North Round up...
Aveley, who started the day in third place,
hosted a Romford side who can’t remember
what a victory looks like, as they’d gone eleven
games without one. The Millers took twenty
minutes to score, but by half an hour had
three, an Alex Akrofi double - his seventeenth
and eighteenth of the season, and another
from George Sykes putting the hosts out of
sight. They were even further out of sight
when Ryan Scott made it four eleven minutes
before the break, and there was still time for
Akrofi to claim his hat trick before the half
time whistle blew with the score on five-nil.
Jon Nzengo waited until four minutes from
time to get goal number six, before Kenny
Aileru got a seventh right at the end. The Millers
take over at the top of the table.
Dereham Town and Stowmarket Town
competed in our North match of the day. The
Magpies learned that they had been awarded
Pitching In Isthmian Performance of the Month
for their win over Canvey Island, and faced
another set of league leaders today; Stowmarket
in fine form and unbeaten since 26 October.
The Magpies were quickly ahead, Adam
Hipperson scoring from the spot on ten
minutes, and doubled their advantage on sixty

six minutes, Rhys Logan with that one. Joe
Jefford got one back, but that was that. Beating
the leaders? Completed that mate - twice!
Canvey Island, in second place as we
kicked off, had looked firmly back to their old
selves during wins over Tilbury and Grays
Athletic. They hosted Great Wakering Rovers,
these days managed by former East
Thurrock Utd legend John Coventry, and took
the lead just after the half hour, Matthew
Price getting his nineteenth of the season.
Odei Martin Sorondo doubled their advantage
seven minutes before the break, but Rovers
quickly struck back, Jermaine Anderson
reducing the arrears - and then drew level
on sixty four minutes, Martin Tuohy scoring
from the spot, before shocking the home
faithful by taking the lead, Anderson getting
their third thirteen minutes from time. The
shellshocked Gulls had no reply, and Rovers
took a famous victory.
Barking have been starting to look more
like their old selves, with only one defeat in
four, but they hosted a Hashtag United side
who arrived in East London on the back of
five consecutive victories and eyeing the top
five. The Tags saw Sam Bantick open the
scoring after just three minutes, and Luke
Hirst with his fifth in four matches doubled the
lead right on half time. Bantick got another on
sixty three minutes, although Jess Norey soon
had one back for the Blues that was all they
got, as the visitors go fifth.

Brentwood Town, with only two defeats from
their last ten, hosted Grays Athletic, who have
won only two during the same period. Those
results had narrowed the gap between the
two sides to three points, and Town knew
that victory today could send them into the
top five. They opened the scoring six minutes
before the break, Tom Richardson doing
what Tom Richardson always seems to do,
getting his eighteenth of the campaign- but
that turned out to be the only goal, so Town
end the day just behind Athletic, in seventh.
Maldon & Tiptree started early against
Hullbridge Sports, and after a goalless first
half the Jammers moved up a gear, an own
goal followed by strikes from Martyn Stokes
and Shomari Barnwell - his eighth of the
season - confirming three points.
Witham Town faced an AFC Sudbury
side looking to bounce back after a
walloping at the hands of local rivals Bury
Town at the weekend, and an eighth minute
penalty from Adam Vyse saw the hosts take
an early lead. The held it for only eight
minutes, however, Jake Clowsley equalising
for the Yellows - his sixth goal in twelve
matches - and the Yellows took the lead just
after the break, Joe Grimwood with their
second in the forty seventh minute. Town

didn’t give up, and Kye Jude brought the
Yellows down with an equaliser twelve
minutes from time. That was how it ended,
Sudbury down to eighth, Town in eighteenth.
Coggeshall Town welcomed Heybridge
Swifts. The Seed Growers had taken only four
points from eighteen, with every defeat coming
at the hands of a promotion -chasing side, whilst
Swifts, five unbeaten and with only one
defeat in seven, were climbing the table
rapidly - and showed why when taking the
lead in the eleventh minute, Lionel Ainsworth
moving into double figures for the season.
Darius Ghinea then doubled their advantage
with his eighth of the campaign, and that
was that.
Basildon United and Tilbury are both still
searching for consistency. The opening goal
in this match came just after the half hour
mark, and it came to Bertie Brayley for the
hosts, but the Dockers were level on the hour,
Eljay Worrell equalising from the spot. They
weren’t level for long, as Yao Aziamale almost
immediately restored the Bees advantage,
and then in the last minute Aziamale and
Alex Balisani added gloss to the scoreline by
making it three and then four-one. The Bees
are now level with the Dockers on points, in
fifteenth place.

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE - NORTH DIVISION FIXTURES
AFC Sudbury
Felixstowe & Walton United
Grays Athletic
Great Wakering Rovers
Hashtag United
Heybridge Swifts
Hullbridge Sports
Romford
Stowmarket Town
Tilbury

v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v

Maldon & Tiptree
Barking
Dereham Town
Coggeshall Town
Aveley
Basildon United
Brentwood Town
Canvey Island
Witham Town
Bury Town

Brentwood Town
Felixstowe & Walton United

v
v

Bury Town
Great Wakering Rovers

SATURDAY 8TH JANUARY
KO 3PM

TUESDAY 11TH JANUARY
KO 7.45PM

FIRST TEAM FIXTURES
AUGUST
SAT 14
			

BASILDON UNITED
Brown

H

3PM

LEAGUE

D 1-1

Att 364

SAT 21
			

SOUTHEND MANOR
H
Barley, Canfer (2), Holland, Powell

3PM

FA CUP - PRELIM

W 5-3

Att 295

SAT 28

CANVEY ISLAND

A

3PM

LEAGUE

L 1-0

Att 185

MON 30
			

DEREHAM TOWN
Ainsley, Powell

H

3PM

LEAGUE

W 2-0

Att 405

SEPTEMBER
SAT 04
			

GREAT WAKERING ROVERS
Holland

H

3PM

FA CUP - 1ST QR

L 3-1

Att 434

SAT 11
			

COGGESHALL TOWN
Hitter

A

3PM

LEAGUE

L 2-1

Att 113

TUE 14
			

HULLBRIDGE SPORTS
Canfer, Hitter (2), Ainsley

A

7.45PM

LEAGUE

W 4-1

Att 151

SAT 18
			

HASHTAG UNITED
Brown (2)

A

3PM

LEAGUE

W 2-0

Att 292

A

3PM

LEAGUE

L 3-0

Att 231

OCTOBER
SAT 02

GRAYS ATHLETIC

SAT 09
			

MALDON & TIPTREE
A
3PM
Canfer Felixstowe win 7-6 on penalties

FA TROPHY - 2 Q

D 1-1

Att 272

TUE 12
			

HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS
Barley, Powell

H

7.45PM

LEAGUE

L 3-2

Att 254

SAT 16
			

TILBURY
Brown (P), Barley

H

3PM

LEAGUE

W 2-1

Att 389

SAT 23

AFC SUDBURY

A

3PM

LEAGUE

L 2-0

Att 516

SAT 30
			

HASTINGS UNITED
Nunn, Ottley-Gooch, Brown

A

3PM

FA TROPHY - 3RD Q

W 3-1

Att 710

L 2-0

Att 428

W 2-1

Att 441

L 5-0

Att 292

ND

NOVEMBER
SAT 06

STOWMARKET TOWN

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 13
			

PETERBOROUGH SPORTS
Barley, Brown

H

3PM

FA TROPHY 1

SAT 20

AVELEY

A

3PM

LEAGUE

TUE 23
			

WITHAM TOWN
H
Ford Felixstowe win 5-4 on penalties

7.45PM

VELOCITY TROPHY 1

D 1-1

Att 159

SAT 27

AFC TELFORD UNITED

3PM

FA TROPHY 2ND

L 4-0

Att 611

H

ST

ST

DECEMBER
SAT 04
				

ROMFORD
Canfer, Schaar

A

3PM

LEAGUE

W 2-1

Att 73

TUE 14
				

WITHAM TOWN
Nunn

H

7.45PM

LEAGUE

D 1-1

Att 201

SAT 18
				

CANVEY ISLAND
Warren, Ford

H

3PM

LEAGUE

W 2-0

Att 342

MON 27
				

DEREHAM TOWN
Matthews, Holland, Warren

A

3PM

LEAGUE

W 3-1

Att 236

JANUARY
SAT 08

BARKING

H

3PM

LEAGUE

TUE 11

GT WAKERING ROVERS

H

7.45PM

LEAGUE

SAT 15

HASHTAG UNITED

H

3PM

LEAGUE

TUE 18

BASILDON UNITED

A

7.45PM

LEAGUE

SAT 22

HULLBRIDGE SPORTS

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 25

CRAY VALLEY PM

A

7.45PM

VELOCITY TROPHY 3RD ROUND

SAT 29

HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS

A

3PM

LEAGUE

FEBRUARY
TUE 01

BRENTWOOD TOWN

H

7.45PM

LEAGUE

SAT 05

GRAYS ATHLETIC

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 12

TILBURY

A

3PM

LEAGUE

TUE 15

BURY TOWN

A

7.45PM

SUFFOLK PREMIER CUP 2ND ROUND

SAT 19

AFC SUDBURY

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 26

BRENTWOOD TOWN

A

3PM

LEAGUE

MARCH
SAT 05

STOWMARKET TOWN

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 12

WITHAM TOWN

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 19

AVELEY

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 26

ROMFORD

H

3PM

LEAGUE

APRIL
SAT 02

GT WAKERING ROVERS

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 09

BARKING

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 16

BURY TOWN

H

3PM

LEAGUE

MON 18

MALDON & TIPTREE

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 23

COGGESHALL TOWN

H

3PM

LEAGUE

ISTHMIAN NORTH
DIVISION TABLE 2021/22
POS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Aveley
Stowmarket Town
Canvey Island
Dereham Town
Hashtag United
Grays Athletic
Brentwood Town
AFC Sudbury
Heybridge Swifts
Maldon & Tiptree
Bury Town
Felixstowe & Walton United
Coggeshall Town
Tilbury
Basildon United
Great Wakering Rovers
Barking
Witham Town
Hullbridge Sports
Romford

P
21
20
19
20
20
20
17
18
20
17
18
16
20
21
19
19
20
21
19
21

W
12
12
12
11
10
9
10
9
9
9
8
7
6
6
6
6
5
3
2
3

D
4
4
3
3
4
5
2
4
3
2
5
2
5
4
4
3
5
8
5
1

L
5
4
4
6
6
6
5
5
8
6
5
7
9
11
9
10
10
10
12
17

F
57
42
49
36
31
35
34
35
45
41
32
22
28
31
21
32
32
19
14
17

A
28
20
22
28
27
21
21
24
40
31
29
24
37
39
29
43
44
39
42
65

GD PTS
+29 40
+22 40
+27 39
+8 36
+4 34
+14 32
+13 32
+11 31
+5 30
+10 29
+3 29
-2
23
-9
23
-8
22
-8
22
-11 21
-12 20
-20 17
-28 11
-48 10

VACANCY - FIRST TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST/
SPORTS THERAPIST
We are looking for a physiotherapist or sports therapist with
either experience of working within a sporting environment or
an ambition to start on this journey with us.
The role requires cover for First Team matches and training
sessions alongside an opportunity to base a clinic at the football
club with use of the current physiotherapist room. It is a paid
role with an immediate start date.
If you are interested in the position, please submit your CV
or register your interest via the following email address
chairman@felixstowefootball.co.uk or for a confidential chat
about the role please call Stuart on 07766 118763

DS CUSTOMS
SOLUTIONS

FELIXSTOWE GLASS CO LTD

Match sponsors
of Felixstowe
& Walton Utd FC
v Barking

Specialists in all types of glass,
domestic or commercial

T: 01394 337700
www.dscustoms.co.uk

EST 1984

We provide a fast, friendly service and are here to
advise you on your exact requirement. Call us now
to discuss your glazing requirements.
• Supplied or fitted
• Domestic or commercial
• Glass cut to all shapes and sizes
• Replacement double glazing glass
• Sash window & Velux window glass
• Laminated & safety toughened glass
• Mirror & glass shelving
• Staircase glass & architectural glass
• Door, window UPVC hinges & handles
• Commercial & agricultural vehicle glass
• Picture frame glass

Call: 01394 270958 or 07780 838052
Open Monday to Friday 8.30am-5pm
LANDGUARD ENGINEERING WORKSHOP, DOCK RD, PORT OF FELIXSTOWE IP11 3ST

UNDER 23’S FIXTURES
octoBer
2

STANWAY PEGASUS

H

3PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE L 6-0

9

BARNSTON

H

3PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE L 2-1

16

EARLS COLNE

A

3PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

L 7-0

23

TIPTREE JOBSERVE

A

2.30PM

BORDER LEAGUE CUP

L 4-0

30

DEDHAM OLD BOYS

A

3PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

W 3-2

6

CHELMSFORD CITY RESERVES H

2PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE L 3-1

13

OLD NEWTON

A

2PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

20

SUDBURY SPORTS

H

2PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE D 1-1

novemBer
L 6-2

JANUARY
8

HATFIELD PEVEREL

A

2PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

15

LAWFORD LADS

A

2PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

22

WEST BERGHOLT

A

2PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

Essex & Suffolk Border League
Premier Division TABLE 2020/21
POS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Stanway Pegasus
Chelmsford City Reserves
West Bergholt
Alresford Colne Rangers
Colne Athletic
Tiptree Heath
Sudbury Sports F.C.
White Notley
Dunmow Town
Barnston
Gas Recreation
Earls Colne
Brantham Athletic F.C. Reserves
Dedham Old Boys
Hatfield Peverel
Little Oakley Reserves
Felixstowe & Walton United FC U23
Lawford Lads

P
19
21
20
21
19
18
21
19
19
19
20
21
20
21
21
21
18
18

W
17
15
13
11
11
9
9
9
8
7
8
7
6
5
4
4
3
3

D
2
2
5
6
1
2
2
1
4
5
2
4
6
5
5
3
2
1

L
0
4
2
4
7
7
10
9
7
7
10
10
8
11
12
14
13
14

F
67
62
56
48
50
52
39
52
40
31
48
33
35
33
41
39
24
25

A
16
24
22
38
32
33
41
49
43
26
60
37
44
59
65
68
61
57

GD
51
38
34
10
18
19
-2
3
-3
5
-12
-4
-9
-26
-24
-29
-37
-32

PTS
53
47
44
39
34
29
29
28
28
26
26
25
24
20
17
15
11
10

UNDER 18’S FIXTURES
OCTOBER
11		 CHELMSFORD CITY
A
28 		 HARWICH & PARKESTON H

7.45PM
7.45PM

FA YOUTH CUP 3RD QUALIFYING ROUND
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE

L 8-0
W 5-0

7.45PM
7.45PM
7.45PM
7.45PM

THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE
SUFFOLK BOYS MIDWEEK CUP
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE

W 4-0
W 3-1
W 3-1
W 3-1

novemBer
4		
11		
18 		
25		

HADLEIGH UNITED
IPSWICH WANDERERS
WOODBRIDGE TOWN
IPSWICH WANDERERS

A
A
H
A

(5-3 WIN ON PENS)

DECEmBer
9 		 NEEDHAM MARKET

H

7.45PM

THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE

H
H
A
A

7.45PM
7.45PM
7.45PM
7.45PM

THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE

H

7.45PM

SUFFOLK FA BOYS MIDWEEK CUP

L 7-0

FEBRUARY
3 		
10 		
17		
24		

FRAMLINGHAM TOWN
HADLEIGH UNITED
LEISTON
STOWMARKET TOWN

MARCH
3 		 NEEDHAM MARKET

Thurlow Nunn Youth FootBall League
central league TABLE 2020/21
POS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Needham Market F.C. U18
Leiston FC U18
Stowmarket Town Youth F.C. U18
Felixstowe & Walton United FC U18
Woodbridge Town F.C. U18
Ipswich Wanderers F.C. U18
Framlingham Town F.C. U18
Harwich & Parkeston Youth U18
Whitton United F.C. U18
Hadleigh United F.C. U18

P
12
10
12
8
12
9
10
10
8
13

W
9
8
5
5
4
4
4
3
2
0

D
3
0
2
1
3
2
2
0
1
2

L
0
2
5
2
5
3
4
7
5
11

GD
55
30
3
7
-9
-4
5
-27
-17
-43

PTS
30
24
17
16
15
14
14
9
7
2

ELITE
UNIVERSAL
Match sponsors
of Felixstowe
& Walton Utd FC
v Great Wakering
Rovers FC

Freight forwarding ...
made simple!
Proud to support The Seasiders!

T: 01394 799055

www.eliteuniversal.co.uk

Tel: 01394 366140

Email: sales@ryecroft-freight.co.uk

Hire | Lease | Purchase | Sales
Garton Court, Boundary Way, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, HP2 7RH
Tel: 01442 270700 Fax: 01442 234920
www.trailers-ltd.co.uk

“Our focus on quality and support makes DPS the ideal partner
for ALL your Computing, Telephony & Internet needs.”

www.dpstech.co.uk
01473 283283
CONTAINER LOGISTICS | DISTRIBUTION & WAREHOUSING
SPECIALIST HAULAGE | SURFACE TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

SUPPORTING THE SEASIDERS!
www.mazesolutions.co.uk

01473 653010

THE OTHER SIDE

GREAT
WAKERING
ROVERS

T

he club was formed in 1919 by soldiers
demobbed after World War I and finding
employment in the local brickfields. Not
much in memory remains of the early years
of the club although the club do pose some
wonderful pictures from around that period.
We first played in one of Southend’s oldest
leagues, the Southend & District League, where

Photos from previous matches
against Felixstowe 7 Walton FC

the Rovers stayed until 1982. Rovers were the
leagues most dominant clubs, especially in
the 1960s and 1970s and to this day remain so
on record. The switch in 1982 saw the club move
to the newly formed Southend & District Alliance
Football League, but sadly this league folded
in 1989 leaving Rovers with a decision to move
back to the Southend & District League or take
a step up in standard. With what most Rovers
feel to be the best squad amassed by a
manager, in this case Eddie Nash, Rovers took
the decision to step up to intermediate level
and joined the Essex Intermediate League.
Rovers remained in the Essex Intermediate
League for three seasons, winning the
championships of Divisions Three and Two in
successive seasons. After the latter, Rovers
successfully applied to join the Essex Senior
League and found themselves in Step 5 of
the Non-League pyramid, which for a village
club was a tremendous feat.

MANAGEMENT
Manager: John Coventry Snr
Assistant Mgr: John Coventry Jnr
Player/Coach: Martin Tuohy
Physio: Lewis Catling

In the 1994-1995 season Rovers narrowly beat
Sawbridgeworth Town FC for the Essex Senior League
title. Rovers had collected 71 points for the season
and lost just three times although the title win was
only won on goal difference (18). During that season
Rovers forward Paul Flack scored 28 goals, which
included a haul of 4 goals away at Eton Manor as
Rovers celebrated a 9-0 victory. Also included in his
stunning season were two further hattricks. That
season his strike partner Neil Ramsey grabbed 20
goals as Rovers hit home 82 goals.
Rovers defence of the Essex Senior crown would
falter the following season, finishing 2nd behind
Romford. n the 1996-1997 season Rovers would also
finish second again, behind Ford United by just three
points. The 1997-1998 season would be Rovers worst
season in the Essex Senior League, finishing mid-table,
7th, and 36 points behind winners Concord Rangers.

recent results
Monday 3rd January
v Canvey Island (A)
LEAGUE - WON 3-2
Saturday 1st January
v Barking (H)
LEAGUE - DREW 1-1
Saturday 18th December
v Aveley (H)
LEAGUE - LOST 4-1
Saturday 11th December
v Witham Town (A)
LEAGUE - WON 2-1
Saturday 4th December
v Hashtag United (H)
LEAGUE - LOST 4-3

The club’s final appearance in the Essex Senior
League saw them finish 2nd behind Bowers United.
However, due to Bowers United failing to meet ground
grading requirements for promotion, Rovers were
promoted to the Isthmian League in their place.
With Isthmian League Division Three on the horizon
for the 1999-2000 season, Rovers move into Step 4 of
the league pyramid was complete.
At the very first attempt Rovers were promoted to
Division Two finishing behind East Thurrock Utd by three
points. Promotion to Division Two gave Rovers some
stiffer opposition and the season finished with Rovers
in mid-table.

In 2002 the Isthmian League then reorganised
and Rovers found themselves in a new look
Division One North, finishing mid-table but more
than holding their own in what was a very
competitive league. In 2003 the club were
embroiled in a relegation fight, although this
was won convincingly as Rovers finished 15
points ahead of the relegation zone. A further
league reorganisation in 2004 saw the club
switch to the Southern Football League
Eastern Division for two seasons.
The 2004-2005 season saw Rovers miss
relegation by one point due to Erith & Belvedere
FC being deducted three points, but in the
2005-2006 season Rovers bounced back to
finish safely in mid-table.
For the 2006-2007 season Rovers found
themselves in familiar territory, switching back
to the Isthmian League Division One North,
where we finished 12th. Two further seasons
saw Rovers finish 13th and stabilise themselves
as a Ryman League club.
The 2009-2010 season brought a record
number of points for the Rovers at Ryman

League level, 64, but towards the end of the
season manager Iain O’Connell was offered
the management of Ryman Premier League
side Margate leaving assistant Ryan Wilkinson
and physio Cleve Taylor to take over temporary
control with 12 games to go. In a season that
saw Rovers top the table for 9 weeks, the dizzy
heights would eventually get to O’Connell’s
side as they finished in 9th place, 13 points
behind the playoffs.
Ryan Wilkinson and Cleve Taylor would
be implemented as joint-managers for the
2010-2011 season and their first season in charge
would offer up 44 points and 15th place in the
league. Their start to the 2011-2012 season wasn’t
what they had hoped and after one win in
their opening nine games, both offered their
resignations. Rovers made first team coach
Danny Heath caretaker manager and he
brought temporary stabilisation back to the
side as they recorded two wins and three
draws from his seven games in charge.
Rovers would offer the management post
to Danny Greaves, son of ex-Tottenham and

England legend Jimmy Greaves. Danny saw
that a clean sweep of the side was required
and let go the majority of the squad, bringing
in loanees whilst trying to sign up new players.
unfortunately, this plan didn’t work and after
a miserable run of six losses in a row, he too
offered his resignation.
Rovers would offer ex-Captain and stalwart
Dan Trenkel the position as manager in
November 2011 in an effort to stabilise the club.
However, Trenkel was playing for Redbridge
FC at the time who were on a fantastic run in
the FA Cup, and it would be two weeks before
he would be unveiled at the club, Danny Heath
taking temporary control again, although this
time losing both games.
Trenkel would bring back a number of
players previously released by Danny Greaves,
and opened his management career with a
2-2 draw at home to Waltham Forest, followed
by a 1-1 draw at home to Harlow Town.
However, although the side were performing
better, results would continue to go against
him and after just three wins in the remaining
21 games, including 6 draws, Rovers would find
themselves bottom of the table and staring
relegation into the Essex Senior League.

In 2014, they won the ESL by one point on
the final day of the season, and were
promoted back to the Isthmian League.
2016/17 season was probably the most
turbulent the club has ever experienced.
Seeing two Chairman leaving their posts,
together with two Managers also losing their
jobs. In total 71 players were used in the fight
against relegation without any success.
As we were finally relegated after two
seasons at step 4 in the FA Pyramid returning
to the Essex Senior League.
Manager Iain O’Connell, in his second spell
with the club has been working hard during
the summer to put together a strong squad
and to lay down the foundation to mount a
serious challenge for promotion to enable
Great Wakering Rovers to get back to Step 4
in the FA pyramid the club expects, they went
on to win the league at the first attempt,
earning promotion back to the renamed
North Division of the Isthmian League.
O’Connell stepped down to spend more
time with his family in July 2018 and was
replaced by Garry Kimble, although he only
lasted until January 2019. Steve Butterworth
took over the reigns but left his position in
late 2021, with former-East Thurrock United
manager John Coventry taking over in
December 2021.

SQUADS

PITCHING IN Isthmian North League
Tuesday 11th January, 7:45pm

Felixstowe &
Walton United FC

MATCH SPONSOR:

red/yellow - goals - played

Manager: Stuart Boardley
Assistant Manager: Andy Crump
Kit: Red & White GK: Turquoise Blue

Stuart Ainsley
Noel Aitkens
Henry Barley
Callum Bennett
Zak Brown
Ollie Canfer
Danny Crump
Sam Ford
Rhys Henry
Josh Hitter
Billy Holland
Lamell Howell
Harry Knock
Jordan Matthews
Sam Nunn
Leon Ottley-Gooch
Miles Powell
Callum Robinson
Armani Schaar
Kieran Twinn
Charlie Warren
Joe Whight
Curtley Williams

Great Wakering
Rovers FC

Manager: John Coventry Snr
Assistant Manager: John Coventry Jnr
Kit: All Yellow GK: All Red or All Blue

Jermaine Anderson
Tom Anderson
Jaden Babaloa
Sam Blackholly
Ben Brookes
Tim Brown
Jack Coventry-James
George Cox
Nathan Fuma
Morisi Gelashvili
Jack Glenister
Billy Harris
Louie Hay
Lewis Jaggs
Samuel Jerimiah
Billy Johnson
Billy Knott
Connor Martin
Shaye McKenzie-La-Rose
Martin Tuohy
Joe Wicks

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: Mr Jack Willmore Assistant Referees: Mr Matthew Fear and Mr Christopher Whitley

ELECTRICAL
MECHANICAL
AND PUMP
ENGINEERING

PLUMMERS DELL, GIPPING ROAD, GREAT BLAKENHAM
IPSWICH, SUFFOLK IP6 0JG
Tel: 01473 830272 Email: sales@boardley-roberts.co.uk
www.boardley-roberts.co.uk

David Button
Independent Funeral Directors

We’ he...

At David Button’s funeral service, we make sure your loved one’s
final farewell is as perfect as possible.
You will see the same member of staff who will guide you every step
of the way and if you can’t come to us, we will come to you.
A simple inclusive cremation at Seven Hills or
Ipswich Crematorium £2,925.
Our fees are available to view on our website.
Pre-paid funeral plans are also available.

The Old Bank, 225 High Street, Walton, Felixstowe, Suffolk IP11 9DT
Tel: 01394 200793 Mob: 07546 754531
info@davidbuttonfunerals.co.uk

www.davidbuttonfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Pentalver
Container Logistics
Specialists
• Road Haulage
• Container Storage
• Container Sales
• Container Conversions
• Reefer Services and Sales
• Cargo Handling
• Container Maintenance and Repair

Contact us today:
0333 150 2673
info@pentalver.co.uk
Our depots:
Cannock
Felixstowe
Southampton
London Gateway
Tilbury

THANKS TO our JUNIOR TEAM SPONSORS

UNDER 9 REDS & WHITES

UNDER 11 WHITES

UNDER 10 REDS & WHITES

UNDER 11 REDS

UNDER 12 WHITES

UNDER 13 WHITES

CPJ PAINTING &
DECORATING

UNDER 15 REDS

UNDER 14 REDS

UNDER 13 REDS

UNDER 9 GIRLS

WILDCATS

UNDER 15 WHITES

UNDER 13 GIRLS

UNDER 8

