THE OFFICIAL 2021/2022 MATCHDAY PROGRAMME

v Witham Town
TUESDAY 14TH DECEMBER 2021, 7.45PM
PITCHING IN ISTHMIAN NORTH LEAGUE

JOINT
CHAIRMAN
MATT HOPE

Good evening, welcome back to
the Goldstar Ground for tonight’s
Isthmian League North Division
fixture. A warm welcome to the
officials, players and supporters of
Witham Town and of course to this
evening’s match officials.

		

We look forward to an evening kick off
and our first home league game since
mid-October during which time we have
had a wonderful run in the FA Trophy once
again, with the highlight being a brilliant win
at home against Peterborough Sports.
At the time of writing these notes,
(Saturday morning) the club have just been
notified that our league match away to
Basildon Utd has been postponed due to a
waterlogged pitch. The fact we were advised
a pitch inspection was happening the day
before, and the pitch was deemed unplayable
at 10:30am, some four and a half hours
before kick-off, after 36 hours of dry weather
this does seem a little questionable. However,
one would hope that the postponement was
sanctioned by a league referee and not just
the opposition themselves. I would just like to
add that you have to give full respect to our
management team here at Felixstowe & Walton
Utd, that even through the severe injury crisis
we suffered, we have fulfilled our fixtures,

utilising the talent we have throughout the
club, calling up players from the U23’s and
U18’s to supplement the First Team squad
when injuries have hit.

We go into tonight’s match on the back
of a very good win away at Romford last week,
and it’s the first of three home games on
the trot, ahead of a very busy festive season,
in fact eight of our next ten league games
are at home, and with the big crowds and
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brilliant support our fans provide, combined
with a number of players coming back from
injury I am very confident that we will start
climbing that league table and making sure
we capitalise on the games in hand. We have
all enjoyed the wonderful cup run, but I know
Boards and AC are ambitious and want us to
finish in as high a league position as possible,
and we have already shown that on our day
we are a match for anyone in this league.

Pentalver
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The U23’s continue to battle away. Tom and
Macca are doing a fantastic job in tough
circumstances, supporting the First Team
with players when needed. The U18’s continue
a rich vein of form and the Academy goes from
strength to strength under the leadership of
Rhys Henry and John Coupe. I think it is also
important to mention the brilliant youth section
we have and are proud of as a club, and give
thanks to Tam Ward (Youth Chairman) and
Scott Dunne (Youth Vice Chairman) who work
extremely hard alongside all the Youth coaches.
I have always felt that evening games
under the floodlights at the Goldstar ground
create a fantastic atmosphere, and I am sure
tonight will be no different, fingers crossed the
weather holds and we can enjoy an exciting
and enjoyable performance from the Seasiders
and 3 points in the bag!!!
Enjoy the game and we wish everyone
a safe journey home and a very Happy
Christmas!
All the best, Matt Hope.

Contact us today:
0333 150 2673
info@pentalver.co.uk
Our depots:
Cannock
Felixstowe
Southampton
London Gateway
Tilbury
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final farewell is as perfect as possible.
You will see the same member of staff who will guide you every step
of the way and if you can’t come to us, we will come to you.
A simple inclusive cremation at Seven Hills or
Ipswich Crematorium £2,925.
Our fees are available to view on our website.
Pre-paid funeral plans are also available.

The Old Bank, 225 High Street, Walton, Felixstowe, Suffolk IP11 9DT
Tel: 01394 200793 Mob: 07546 754531
info@davidbuttonfunerals.co.uk
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FROM
THE
DUGOUT

STUART
BOARDLEY
Good evening to you all and a
warm welcome to Witham Town
who have had the short trip up
the A12 for tonight’s fixture.

It has been more than a fortnight since
we were last here and I’ll start by thanking
you all for your support that day. A crowd of
over 600 against AFC Telford was a brilliant
effort, considering the dreadful weather on
the day and especially as we didn’t give
you an awful lot to shout about! 		
Sometimes, you just have to step back
and hold your hands up and say that we
were beaten by the better side. I genuinely
believe that with a full strength side and a
fair wind we could have run Telford very
close, but our FA Trophy run had to come to
an end somewhere. At least now we can
ensure our focus is fully back with our
league campaign.

In my last notes, I had mentioned the
unfortunate clash of heads between Harry
Knock and Leon Ottley-Gooch at the Aveley
fixture. We are over the moon that Harry is
now back on the pitch after suffering a broken
nose, although we are still without Leon who
is still suffering with severe concussion, weeks
on from the game, so our best wishes remain
with him.
We were frustrated on Saturday when
our game at Basildon was postponed as a
result of heavy rainfall. It was a game we
had prepared well for and we were going
there full of confidence with only one thought
in our minds, and that was three points. The
confidence within the squad had came from
our comfortable away win at Romford the
previous week. Yes, Romford have struggled for
results of late but you only have to look how
Maldon & Tiptree were ran very close
(Maldon 3–2 Romford) on Saturday to realise
that the league is very open and it certainly
is a case of “anybody can beat anybody”.

“We will be looking to be
positive and play on the front
foot with the intention of
taking the game to Witham
and gaining three
valuable points.”
Today’s game will be approached in a
similar vein to how we approach every game,
especially at home. We will be looking to be
positive and play on the front foot with the
intention of taking the game to Witham and
gaining three valuable points. As I just stated
above, no games in this league are easy
however and the players will have to be at
their best to get the result.
Hopefully the weather has been kind and
allowed as many of you as possible to come
down and get behind the lads. Our home form
has been great over the last 18 months and
I have absolutely no doubt that is fully down
to you, the supporters, who manage to lift
the players and give them that little bit extra
in the legs.
Enjoy the game, Boards.

SEASIDER
PHIL GRIFFITHS

Not many people know this...
Money … Going … Money … Going … Money … Going … Money … Gone
When I started this page, I thought, put a
few facts and figures together and make an
amusing page for those wishing to read it,
but as I went along I started thinking… Nah,
that’s a lot – blimey!! Anyway, read on and
see what you think!
I keep a record of who gets booked, scores
goals, gets substituted along with various other
stats for the first team, mainly because I’m a
nerd, as some have said!
I was recently in Nerd mode and selected
two Saturdays at random from the Isthmian
League, all four divisions, and counted all the
yellow & red cards that were issued on the
respective days, put the two together, divided
by two and took that as an average match
day total.
Not scientifically accurate, possibly not
accurate on any level, but it worked for me! It
worked out that the average weekly (excluding
midweek) total of games played was 37 (74
teams), although my grand plan didn’t quite
work out, as one division had negligible yellow
cards (both times) which made me suspicious
that the reporting is perhaps not as accurate
as it could be!
But, as they say, you can only deal with
what’s in front of you and over the 37 games
there was a total of 100 yellow cards raised
by referees, and 11 red cards.
Each yellow card raised carries a £10 admin
fee and then there is a totting up process
over the season, the cost being dependent
on the reason the yellow card is raised:
dissent, late challenge etc. Each red card
also carries a £10 admin fee plus a £40 fine

for what may be violent
conduct etc.
There is a respect
table based on points
awarded per card and
there is a sliding scale
on points accumulated,
and at certain levels
fines are levied on
the club which take
the form of league benefits being withdrawn
and accordingly being paid for by the
transgressing clubs.
On my average day 100 yellow cards = £1,000
admin fee, plus 11 red cards = £110 admin plus
£440 in fines. Grand total for the day - £1,550.
Average season 38 weeks … Plus National
Cup, Trophy, Vase weekends. I’ll leave you to
work that bit out!

My thanks to club secretary Mike Titchener
for providing the information… rather him
than me, administering what seems a pretty
thankless task, although the various FA’s
may disagree!
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A THREE-WAY TIE AT THE TOP,
AS ONLY ONE OF THE TOP FIVE WIN!
BY IAN TOWNSEND, TAKEN FROM WWW.ISTHMIAN.CO.UK

IMAGE COURTESY OF ALAN EDMONDS

Canvey, Stowmarket and Dereham are
level - and only four points separate
the top six. It’s our Pitching In Isthmian
North Round up
Last weekend the unthinkable happened in
the North Division - leaders Canvey Island lost!
Yesterday the unthinkable happened again!
Stowmarket Town, who were in fine form,
arrived on the Island and scored the only
goal of the game - and survived to take three
points despite playing the entire second half
with ten men.

PHOTO FROM FELIXSTOWE’S GAME AGAINST
STOWMARKET TOWN EARLIER THIS SEASON

It looked a home banker when debutant Erken
Okay saw red on forty six minutes, but it was
the ten men who broke the deadlock twenty
minutes later through Evan Collard, and they
held on to go level with the Gulls, albeit behind
them in second place on goal difference.
Dereham Town, conquerors of Canvey last
week, are now in third, although still behind

Canvey only on goal difference. They could
conquer no more, as Heybridge Swifts, who had
scored sixteen in their previous four matches,
got three more. Dan Walker got two of them
in the first half, a half in which Toby Hilliard had
equalised for the Magpies in between that
double, and after the break Darius Ghinea made
sure of the points by scoring his sixth goal in
five matches to confirm victory. Swifts are ninth.
AFC Sudbury had only one defeat in nine as
they travelled to Aveley, but now it’s two in ten
as the Millers climbed back into the top five.
Alex Akrofi got things started from the spot, his
fourteenth goal of the season, and five minutes
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after the break Jon Benton made it two. Jake
Clowsley got one back fifteen minutes later
to make the finale interesting, but the Millers
go above the Yellows on goal difference and
end the weekend in fourth place.
Grays Athletic slipped out of the top five after
a late equaliser earned Bury Town a point at
Ram Meadow. The visitors had only one win
from six but looked to have another, as they
approached the last four minutes two - one
up - but they were robbed of two of their three
points when Ollie Hughes did what Ollie Hughes
often does, and earned a share of the spoils
for the hosts. Earlier Lewis Clark had given
Athletic the lead, Ryan Jolland had equalised
just before the break, and Jack McQueen had
got what looked to be the winner for the visitors.
Brentwood Town conceded more goals in the
last fifteen minutes at Barking on Tuesday
night than they had in the previous five
matches combined, as their six game winning
streak came to an end when they let a three
goal lead slip to take only a draw. Their
hangover continued as Tilbury left the Arena
victorious, Eljay Worrell and an own goal giving
the Dockers a lead which even a customary
Tom Richardson goal, right at the end, couldn’t
reduce far enough. That’s seventeen for the
season for Tom, but no points for Town.
Maldon & Tiptree, in an uncharacteristic
eighth place, welcomed a Romford side who
had lost their last six - and indeed eight of their
previous ten, with only four points taken from
thirty. The match saw five goals, all of them in
the first half, and Boro played a big part as
they got two of them, but eventually left with
naught to show for their efforts. An own goal
gave Romford an early lead before Scott Kemp
equalised for the Jammers, and although
Shomari Barnwell then put the hosts ahead,
they were ahead for only one minute before
Jacopo Gatti equalised for the visitors. What
turned out to be the winner came right on the
stroke of half time, and it came to Charlee
Hughes, to nobody’s real surprise.

IMAGE: SAM BANTICK FROM WHEN THE SEASIDERS PLAYED HIS
PREVIOUS EMPLOYERS COGGESHALL TOWN EARLIER THIS SEASON.

Hashtag United’s new forward Sam Bantick
was quickly reunited with former employers
Coggeshall Town as his side headed to face
the Seed Growers - and of course he had to
score, getting the final goal in a four-two win
for his side - who had to come from behind
to claim the points. Luke Hirst gave the Tags an
early lead which they held until the hour, when
two in two minutes - Milo Grimes and Callum
Harrison - turned the match on its head. Hirst
then got the equaliser nineteen minutes from
time, and three minutes later Jesse WallerLassen scored in his third successive match
to make it three-two. Bantick’s fourth made
quite sure, and the visitors are eleventh.
Barking’s late show on Tuesday night earned
them their first point after five consecutive
defeats, but that would have been no
consolation as they became the first side to
lose to Hullbridge Sports this season. The
hosts scored first, Jay Leader getting them
off the mark, but a double from Tony Stokes,
one just before the break and one shortly after
it, earned a rare celebration for the visitors.
Third bottom Witham Town welcomed Great
Wakering Rovers, and the visitors continued
their recovery with victory. All the action came
after the break, Billy Johnson putting Rovers
ahead, Adam Vyse equalising, and Martin
Tuohy sealing three points with his tenth of
the campaign twelve minutes from time.

OUR SQUAD ...
THE SEASIDERS
Introducing the Felixstowe & Walton United FC playing squad
and management team for the 2021/2022 season.

STUART BOARDLEY
manager

ANDY CRUMP
assistant manager

Stuart started his footballing career at Ipswich
Town leaving in 2004 after 10 years and being
unable to break into the premier league squad.
He went on to play in League One for Torquay
United but following relegation left to play for
Suffolk clubs Sudbury, Leiston and Felixstowe.

Andy returned to Felixstowe & Walton
United as Assistant Manager following the
appointment of Stuart Boardley in 2019.
Having enjoyed success in previous spells at
the club as both player and First Team Coach,
he is keen to ensure the club establish
themselves at Step 4 and continue to be a
crucial part of the local community for both
junior and adult players and supporters.

In October 2018 he was appointed as Manager
of Step 3 side Leiston but left one year later
to link up with Felixstowe and Walton as their
Manager as they look to establish themselves
at Step 4 of the footballing pyramid.

SPONSOR: Chris & Jayne Ryan, Chris Worrall

SPONSORS: Pat Haseman, Felixstowe Radio

FIRST TEAM SQUAD/PLAYER & MANAGEMENT
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE FOR JUST £50
Contact Les Soall to choose your player Email: lgsfxt@aol.com

callum roBinson
Goalkeeper

Callum Bennett
right Back

CURTLEY WILLIAMS
DEFENDER

Callum joined the club last
summer from Stowmarket
Town. He started his career
at Colchester United before
playing for Wroxham, AFC
Sudbury and spent time on
loan at Brantham Athletic.

Callum is in his second spell
at the club having re-joined
in late 2018. An attacking full
back with one of the best
ball deliveries in non-league
football. Callum has plenty of
experience from his time at
Ipswich U18s, Stoke City U21s
and Notts County.

Curtley joins the club having
last played for Stowmarket
Town in 2020. Prior to this, spells
at Lowestoft Town, Dagenham
& Redbridge and Luton Town
demonstrate the pedigree and
experience Curtley possesses.
He takes on the role of Vice
Captain at the club in his first
season with the Seasiders.

SPONSOR: Matthew Daynes

SPONSORS: Paul & Elliott Arbon,
Dave Ablitt

SPONSOR: Les Soal

stuart ainsley
left Back

JOE WHIGHT
DEFENDER

curtis haynes-Brown

Stuart joined the club for his
second spell in 2014 from
Lowestoft Town. Previous clubs
include Chelmsford City and
AFC Sudbury. Stuart spent 10
years at Ipswich Town, winning
the FA Youth Cup in 2005.
Stuart has a sweet left foot
and a great work ethic.

Joe came through the ITFC
Youth system before playing
for the likes of Needham, Bury
and most recently AFC Sudbury
where he captained their side.
A left sided defender, Joe offers
composure, a wonderful left
foot and a toughness and desire
to defend to the back line.

Curtis joined last season
from Stanway Rovers and
has a fine Isthmian league
pedigree. Previous clubs
include AFC Sudbury,
Lowestoft Town, Yeovil Town,
Cambridge United, AFC
Wimbledon, Macclesfield
Town and Maldon & Tiptree.

SPONSOR: Chris & Jayne Ryan,
Matt Hope

SPONSORS: Winnie McClean,
Zog Energy Ltd

SPONSORS: George & Shirley Ainsley

defender

sam nunn
defender

Kyle jopling
defender

harry knock
defender

Sam originally joined on loan
from Stowmarket Town. He has
previously played at a higher
level for Lowestoft Town, Bury
Town and Needham Market.
Sam suffered with injuries
last season but Boards and
Crumpy had seen enough to
make his signing a must.

Kyle joined the club in the
summer of 2019 after spending
part of the previous season
on loan from Colchester
United. Another player for the
future, Kyle is already a hit
with the supporters after his
classy displays at the back.

Harry joins the Seasiders
on loan from Ipswich Town.
Harry a second year Scholar
at ITFC reunites with former
team mate Zak Brown, is a
centre half by trade. Harry
has made a confident start
to his spell with the club,
featuring in all three games
since signing.

SPONSORS: Chris Walne,
Richard & Jenny Bugg

SPONSORS: Hawkeye Construction
Investments Ltd

BILLY HOLLAND
midfielder

jordan matthews
midfielder

leon ottley-gooch

Billy started life at Ipswich
Wanderers and has had
spells at Needham, Leiston
and AFC Sudbury. He’s 28
now and in his prime and
has joined Felixstowe to push
on and win things. Being left
sided will bring a real balance
to the midfield as well as
adding a goal or two.

Jordy, a one club man and a
manager’s dream. Equally
happy in midfield or in the
No.10 shirt. Always gives 110%
and somehow covers every
blade of grass. With his fair
share of goals and tackles
he is a great all round player.

Leon signed for the club in
2020 and is another vastly
experienced player at step 3
and 4 level. Previous clubs
include Leiston, Bury Town,
Hadleigh Utd and Stowmarket
Town. Leon is very versatile
but is predominantly a
dynamic midfield player.

SPONSOR: Danny Soall

SPONSORS: Dave Banks & Ollie,
Plymouth Argyle FC Supporters

midfielder

SPONSORS: Steve & Kate Garnham

JOSH HITTER
midfielder

noel aitkens
midfielder

lamell howell

Josh signs for us having
played his football at Step 3
side Leiston for the past
three seasons and gained
a vast amount of exposure
and experience at that level.
Josh is an attack minded
player who is very dynamic
and likes to arrive in the box
late and score goals.

Noel’s signing for the club last
summer caused a stir amongst
the non-league world, joining
from step 3 Leiston and being
described by manager
Boardley as “the best midfield
player in this area”. Noel is quick,
strong, can tackle, is athletic
and can really play football!

Lamell signed from
Brightlingsea Regent in 2020.
He can play on both wings
or in the number 10 position
and brings pace and trickery
to the side. He has previously
played for Stowmarket Town,
Debenham LC and Brantham
Athletic.

SPONSOR: Stan Baston

SPONSOR: Steven Seeley

RHYS HENRY

henry Barley

armani schaar

Rhys re-joined the Seasiders in
2020 after a season at Leiston.
He played a crucial role in the
2018-19 side playing at step
4 for the first time and has
previously played for Ipswich
Town, Southend United, Maldon
& Tiptree, Needham Market,
AFC Sudbury & Bury Town.

Henry signed for the club in
2019 following his contract
expiring at Ipswich Town.
Another popular young
player who had also been
on loan from the then EFL
Championship club the
previous season.

Armani played for Felixstowe
& Walton back in 2016 before
moving on to Leiston and then
Lowestoft Town where he
helped them avoid relegation.
Armani has also had spells at
Needham Market and brings
with him plenty of experience
playing at step 3 level.

SPONSORS: Jimmy Simmonds

midfielder/forward

SPONSORS: Paul & Elliott Arbon

midfielder/forward

SPONSOR: Barry Caley

midfielder/forward

midfielder/forward

SPONSOR: Kedan Logistics Ltd

zak Brown
forward

george clarke
forward

miles powell
forward

A sought after and highly rated
young striker. At just 17, Zak
penned a two year pro
contract with Ipswich Town
where he was a regular
marksman in the U23’s. Zak
started life in the Seasiders
Youth sections and the club
are delighted to have him back.

George signed at the same
time as Sam Nunn, also from
Stowmarket Town and has
previously played for Ipswich
Town, AFC Sudbury, Needham
Market, Brightlingsea Regent
and Brantham Athletic.
George is a powerful player
with the speed to match.

‘Milo’ spent the 2014/15
season with Whitton United
returning to the Seasiders
where he learnt his trade.
Milo has now become one of
the most prolific goal scorers
the club has ever had.

SPONSORS: Chris Daynes & Kate
Ayriss, Zog Energy Ltd

SPONSORS: Richard & Jenny Bugg

SPONSORS: Suffolk Carpet Weavers,
SCW Racing, Port Side Solutions Ltd

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

“The Isthmian Football League

ollie canfer
forward

danny crump
Goalkeeper

Ollie made a dramatic impact
when he joined the club in
November 2019, signing from
Mildenhall Town. “Canfs” burst
onto the scene scoring 9 goals
in 13 games. The fans love his
non-stop running and desire
to cause defensive headaches
for the opposition.

This is Danny’s fifth spell at
Felixstowe & Walton after
spells at Hadleigh and more
recently Mildenhall. He has
made over 200 appearances
for the club and kept over
50 clean sheets from 2015 to
2018. Danny is now working
as a player/coach.

SPONSOR: Steven Seeley

SPONSOR: Gary the Goat

strongly supports the FA
statement that there should
be a zero-tolerance approach
against racism and all forms of
discrimination. Accordingly, any
form of discriminatory abuse
whether it by reason of age,
disability, gender reassignment,
race, religion and belief, marriage
and civil partnership, pregnancy
and maternity, sex and sexual
orientation or any other form
of abuse will be reported to
The Football Association for
action by that Association.”
(The FA 0800 085 0508 /
Kick it Out 020 7253 0162).
The Isthmian League and all
Member Clubs in the League
are committed to promoting
equality by treating people
fairly and with respect, by
recognising that inequalities
may exist, by taking steps to
address them and providing
access and opportunities for all
members of the community.”

STUART STEVENSON
coach

GARY HAMMOND
Goalkeeper coach

kristin viikmaa
sports Therapist

After hanging up his boots
Stuart joined Felixstowe Utd as
a fitness coach/physio, then on
to Trimley to help coach his son’s
team from the U8s-U16s. Stuart
rejoined the Seasiders to coach
the U18s which lead him on to
being part of the first team staff.
Stuart is an FA level 2 coach
and an FA level 1 mentor.

Gary is in his fourth season
with the club. He was part
of the double winning team
with Walton Utd before the
merger with Felixstowe. He
has a wealth of experience
having previously played for
Stowmarket, Woodbridge
and Ipswich Wanderers.
Gary is also Club Treasurer.

Kristin joined the club as
a placement student in
September 2020. She has
now graduated from her BSc
Sports Therapy degree at the
University of Essex in 2021.
Previously she has worked
as a voluntary Sports
Therapist at St Joseph’s
College in Ipswich.

AVAILABLE TO SPONSOR
George Baker (Shipping) Ltd

SPONSOR: Ryecroft Freight Ltd

SPONSORS: Paul Secker, Ray Wade

ELECTRICAL,
MECHANICAL
AND PUMP
ENGINEERING

PLUMMERS DELL, GIPPING ROAD, GREAT BLAKENHAM
IPSWICH, SUFFOLK IP6 0JG
Tel: 01473 830272 Email: sales@boardley-roberts.co.uk
www.boardley-roberts.co.uk

THE OTHER SIDE

WITHAM
TOWN
Witham has a history of football teams going
back to the 1830’s when the first recorded match
involving a side representing the town was
played at Lanham Green near Cressing. This
was before the ‘modern’ game was codified
in England in 1863 following the formation of
The Football Association, whose ‘Laws of the
Game’ created the foundations for the way the
football is played today. The first formation of
a Witham side, post-FA creation, was in 1876
when Mr.H.Green, Mr.W.Rust, Mr.F.Bridge and
Mr.E.Turner sought permission from a farmer
to play football in a field next to the River Brain
in the town, close to Saul’s Bridge. This site was
Witham FC’s home for a few seasons with play
later being transferred to The Park, a pitch
nearby, which was shared with the town’s
Cricket Club.
Witham FC re-formed in July 1919 after a
meeting held at the Spread Eagle Hotel in the
town centre. Again, the side played in red shirts,
and, in one season, Witham won 24 matches
and only lost once. Postman Mr. Fred Perry used
to pay Albert ‘Summer’ Bickmore one shilling
for each goal he scored. Bickmore recalled with
pleasure the day he scored five. The reformed
club, which changed its name to Witham Town
FC in 1921, won the Braintree & District League
Championship in 1920-21, appeared in the
Divisional Final of the Essex Junior Cup, won the
Braintree & District league again in 1924-25
and secured the Essex Division 2 Shield in
1925-26. During these years the popularity of
football seemed to have grown in the town
with a Crittall’s Athletic team also forming.
Crittalls Windows Works, which opened in 1919,
was one of the largest employers in the town
and the site of the old factory is now occupied
by Morrison’s supermarket. For a small town

ALL WITHAM TOWN
PHOTOGRAPHY
USED COURTESY OF
JIM PURTILL

like Witham this was perhaps too much for both
these clubs to thrive, and, with waning support
largely due to the increasing prominence of
the Crittall’s team, after less than a decade the
re-formed Witham Town disbanded. However,
local opinion must have been in favour of a
true ‘town’ team, as after a meeting with the
Spread Eagle again forming the backdrop,
Witham Town FC re-formed again in July 1933.
At this meeting, held by Mr.C.Ingram (who
was elected club Chairman), Mr.S.Slinger and
Mr.S.Howell (who was chosen to be Hon.
Secretary) the decision was made to join two
competitions, The North Essex League and the
Kelvedon & District Junior League with club
colours being red shirts and white shorts. In
1934-35 Witham reached the final of the
Tolleshunt D’arcy Cup, losing to Tiptree United
4-2, and the following season they became
Division 3 Champions of the North Essex
League. That same year the club gained the
use of the football pitch at Rickstones Road
Recreation Ground.
Unfortunately, as the clouds of war slowly
gathered, and with falling support once more,
in 1938 Witham Town folded.
In 1948 the Witham Town FC of today
re-formed thanks to the efforts of a small
band of stalwarts who met in an old British
Legion hut under the Chairmanship of Mr.Sid
Rice who was the driving force behind the
club re-forming.
During the 1964-65 season Witham won the
Essex & Suffolk Border League Championship
and they decided to seek new playing facilities
suitable for senior football. The following
season, 65-66, they won the E&SB League Cup
after beating Whitton United 3-0 and were
runners up in the E&SBL in 66-67. 1967-68 saw
Witham just miss out on their second League
Cup honour when they lost 3-2 to close rivals
Tiptree United in the final.
In 1970, the club was finally offered its
present ground at Spa Road, although the
move did not happen until after the end of
the 1974-75 season due to the allocated plot
being under cultivation. The last game at The

Park ground was a 1-0 win against Basildon
United on the 19th April 1975. In the meantime,
Witham Town again won the Essex & Suffolk
Border League (in 1970-71), and were invited to
become founder members of the Essex Senior
League and were the inaugural Champions
in 1971-72, pipping Billericay Town to the title
by just one point. Witham went on to spend
more than 15 seasons in this league, usually
finishing in the top half of the table.
In 1981 Witham won the Essex Senior League
Cup by defeating Sawbridgeworth Town 4-2
at Chelmsford City’s New Writtle Street ground.
The mid 1980’s provided several top 3 finishes
including runners-up in 1984-85 and 1986-87,
with the Championship being won for the
second time in 1985-86. March 1985 saw the
Spa Road grounds’ new floodlights ‘officially’
switched on in a friendly versus Colchester
United. 1986 saw more success as Witham
won the Essex Senior Trophy, defeating local
rivals Heybridge Swifts 3-2, after extra time.
During the following 1986-87 season Town
enjoyed their best run in the FA Vase when
they reached the last 16 (the 5th round),
before losing 2-1 at home to Falmouth, and
they also secured the Harry Fisher Memorial
Trophy (the predecessor to the Gordon
Brasted) after beating Sawbridgeworth Town
in the final. This good run of form in league
and cup competitions again led the club to
seek a higher level of football to play at. They
applied to join the Isthmian League and
this was accepted in 1987.
Their first match in the Isthmian League
(Division 2 North) in 1987-88 saw Witham win 6-0
at Ware which ended with the club finishing
in 7th place. During this time, former Southend
United manager Steve Tilson started his
career with the club before moving on to the
Shrimpers as a player.
The end of the 1990-91 season would see
the two Isthmian Division 2’s (North and South)
‘de-regionalise’, therefore making a top half
finish imperative if Witham were to retain their
Division 2 status and avoid the drop into what
would be the next seasons new Division 3.

Back in the mid-90’s there was no 2nd tier to
the Conference so this was their best finish at
what was then Step 4. Unfortunately, this could
not be built upon and Town were relegated
at the end of the 1999-2000 season to Division
3 after 13 years in Div 2. The next few years saw
further restructuring of the Isthmian League
culminating in a runners-up spot in Division 2
(formerly Div 3) at the end of 2005-06 as
Witham took their place the newly formed
step 4 Division 1 North. A goal difference of
just +1 separated Witham from Brook House
and 3rd place.
At the end of the 2008-09 season Witham
Town finished 21st out of 22 teams consigning
them to relegation to the Essex Senior League.
Despite the obvious disappointment at being
relegated the club had the chance to start
afresh in the same league where their senior
aspirations were initiated back in 1971.
As the 2009-10 season drew to a close, and
on the back of eight straight wins, Witham
earned the necessary point on the last game
of the season at Barkingside in a tense 2-2 draw
that guaranteed runners-up position just
ahead of Burnham Ramblers. Unfortunately,
this was not enough for Town to regain their
spot in the Isthmian League.
During the 2010-11 season, for the last 4
games, current manager Garry Kimble took
over the reins as the club finished third. In the
following campaign, Kimble’s first full term in
charge, Witham Town enjoyed what could
arguably be claimed to be their most
successful season ever as they broke many
long standing club records on the way to the
Essex Senior League title, last won in 1986, and
therefore securing a return to Isthmian football.
The return to Isthmian level began in
spectacular style as the club finished 4th in
the Isthmian League Division 1 North and
qualified for the Play Offs only going down
3-2 to eventual winners Thamesmead Town.
The club also retained the Tolleshunt D’Arcy
Cup beating Heybridge Swifts 4-0.
They went one better in 2013-14, finishing in
their highest ever league position, runners up

in the Isthmian League Division 1 North In the
play-offs Needham Market were beaten 1-0
in the Semi Final and Harlow Town 3-0 in the
Final as Witham secured a place in the
Isthmian Premier Division for the first time.
A gallant attempt was made to compete at
Isthmian Senior Level, but this proved too much
for a club with limited resources and the club
were relegated in 2014-15. The next season
was a difficult one as a number of key players
moved on following relegation and it was
difficult to find a settled squad. With another
relegation looking likely, it was time for a
management change. Garry Kimble left the
club and a new management team was
appointed, consisting of Adam Flint and James
Robinson, both of whom had spent time with
the club previously. Relegation was averted
and the club finished in 19th place.
Consolidation was the aim in 2016-17 and
this was achieved with mid-table finish in 13th
place, followed by 11th place in the following
season. At the end of the 2017-18, Adam and
James moved on to manage Bishops’ Stortford.
Mark Ashford became the new Witham
manager before the start of the 2018-19 season.
John Sussex and Kevin Wren joined later as
joint assistant managers.
Mark Ashford resigned at the end of the
season in which safety from relegation was
only assured on the last day of the season
at Basildon.
Marc Benterman was appointed before
the start of 2019-20 and needed to assemble
almost a complete squad in a few weeks to
start the season. This was done and the club
were in 15th place with 28 games played when
Covid-19 caused the season to be abandoned.
Season 2019-20 only lasted until late
October 2020.
Marc began the 2021-22 season with a fairly
young squad. Marc resigned from his role as
manager in November 2021.
At the time of writing Chris Taylor is in place
as interim manager and applications for the
manager’s position have been invited.
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RHYS MADDEN is an experienced goalkeeper
who is in his second spell at Witham, having
been with the club some years ago. Rhys has
played with distinction for all his clubs including
Tilbury, Aveley, Thurrock and Ware. He once
scored for Witham against Leyton at Spa Road.
LIAM WHIPPS is a local boy from a family who
are immersed in Witham Town. Liam has been
at the club from a very young age. In the past
few seasons he has had loan spells at Ilford,
Halstead and White Ensign. He has matured
as a dependable left-back who can also play
in more attacking positions.
CHRIS TAYLOR is currently interim manager
of the club and is also registered as a player.
He is an experienced central midfielder who
can also play in defence. He has played more
than 150 times at Step 4 clubs including Tilbury
and Romford.
BILLY WILLIS can play at right back and in
midfield. He has steadily grown in influence
in his time at the club and he is currently
wearing the captain’s armband. He previously
played for Heybridge Swifts.
GREG AKPELE is a strong and dynamic striker
whose previous clubs have included Romford,
VCD Athletic, Harlow Town, Hendon, Kingstonian
and Enfield Town. He has been unlucky with
injuries recently and is currently recovering.
HARRISON COLE is a goalkeeper who featured
in the reserve team last season and has been a
first team substitute. Previously with Hutton.
JAMAHL GODWARD is a right-winger who
has stepped up from the reserves and was
previously with Colchester United and
Needham Market.

CALLUM MATTHEWS is a central midfielder
has played for Catholic United, Tilbury and
Bowers & Pitsea.
KYE JUDE is an experienced defender who is
in his second spell at the club. His previous
clubs have included Great Wakering, Basildon
United, Southend Manor and Burnham Ramblers.
Kahlil Kirwan-Meade is a right-back/
centre-back who has played for Tower
Hamlets and Tilbury. He defends well and
enjoys his attacking runs on the right.
LUKE IGE is a defender of real quality who
impressed at the Simarco Stadium during a
loan spell with Witham from Colchester United.
He has signed for us this season and has also
played for Merstham.
LUKE STANLEY is a strong and determined left
back/midfielder with a lot of experience, having
played for Walthamstow, Aveley, Redbridge,
Romford and Basildon United.
AHMED MOHAMMED is a central midfielder
and has played for Cockfosters.

A’MAREE ROBINSON-JONES impressed when
playing for Hackney Wick in a friendly against
Witham. He is a left-sided attacker with real
promise in his first season at Step 4.
ADAM CHENITI is another young attacker from
Hackney Wick who has risen to Step 4 this
season and has shown his quality.
JACK NOLDE is a young left-back has played
for Hullbridge Sports. He likes to join the attack
and he has had a number of outstanding
performances for us this season.
ADAM VYSE who joined us in November is an
experienced and well-respected striker whose
previous clubs have included Tilbury, Maldon &
Tiptree and Canvey Island.
ROKAS JANILIONIS is a Lithuanian-born central
defender whose previous clubs have included
Bishops’ Stortford, Ware, Coggeshall Town and
Billericay Town.

NEXT UP AT THE
GOLDSTAR GROUND...

SEASIDERS
VS

CANVEY
ISLAND

SUAIBO BALDE is a left-sided attacker who has
played for Bowers & Pitsea, Walthamstow and
Saffron Walden.
NIGEL ARIS joined the club recently and was
formerly with the academies at Watford and
Shrewsbury Town.
ARMANI ORJI has just joined the club and
formerly played for Kent United.

SATURDAY 18TH
DECEMBER 3PM
ALL WITHAM TOWN PHOTOGRAPHY USED
COURTESY OF JIM PURTILL

PITCHING IN Isthmian
North League

FIRST TEAM FIXTURES
AUGUST
SAT 14
			

BASILDON UNITED
Brown

H

3PM

LEAGUE

D 1-1

Att 364

SAT 21
			

SOUTHEND MANOR
H
Barley, Canfer (2), Holland, Powell

3PM

FA CUP - PRELIM

W 5-3

Att 295

SAT 28

CANVEY ISLAND

A

3PM

LEAGUE

L 1-0

Att 185

MON 30
			

DEREHAM TOWN
Ainsley, Powell

H

3PM

LEAGUE

W 2-0

Att 405

SEPTEMBER
SAT 04
			

GREAT WAKERING ROVERS
Holland

H

3PM

FA CUP - 1ST QR

L 3-1

Att 434

SAT 11
			

COGGESHALL TOWN
Hitter

A

3PM

LEAGUE

L 2-1

Att 113

TUE 14
			

HULLBRIDGE SPORTS
Canfer, Hitter (2), Ainsley

A

7.45PM

LEAGUE

W 4-1

Att 151

SAT 18
			

HASHTAG UNITED
Brown (2)

A

3PM

LEAGUE

W 2-0

Att 292

A

3PM

LEAGUE

L 3-0

Att 231

OCTOBER
SAT 02

GRAYS ATHLETIC

SAT 09
			

MALDON & TIPTREE
A
3PM
Canfer Felixstowe win 7-6 on penalties

FA TROPHY - 2 Q

D 1-1

Att 272

TUE 12
			

HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS
Barley, Powell

H

7.45PM

LEAGUE

L 3-2

Att 254

SAT 16
			

TILBURY
Brown (P), Barley

H

3PM

LEAGUE

W 2-1

Att 389

SAT 23

AFC SUDBURY

A

3PM

LEAGUE

L 2-0

Att 516

SAT 30
			

HASTINGS UNITED
Nunn, Ottley-Gooch, Brown

A

3PM

FA TROPHY - 3RD Q

W 3-1

Att 710

L 2-0

Att 428

W 2-1

Att 441

L 5-0

Att 292

ND

NOVEMBER
SAT 06

STOWMARKET TOWN

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 13
			

PETERBOROUGH SPORTS
Barley, Brown

H

3PM

FA TROPHY 1

SAT 20

AVELEY

A

3PM

LEAGUE

TUE 23
			

WITHAM TOWN
H
Ford Felixstowe win 5-4 on penalties

7.45PM

VELOCITY TROPHY 1

D 1-1

Att 159

SAT 27

AFC TELFORD UNITED

3PM

FA TROPHY 2ND

L 4-0

Att 611

H

ST

ST

DECEMBER
SAT 04
				

ROMFORD
Canfer, Schaar

A

3PM

LEAGUE

W 2-1

SAT 11

BASILDON UNITED

A

3PM

LEAGUE

GAME POSTPONED

TUE 14

WITHAM TOWN

H

7.45PM

LEAGUE

SAT 18

CANVEY ISLAND

H

3PM

LEAGUE

TUE 21

BRENTWOOD TOWN

H

7.45PM

LEAGUE

MON 27

DEREHAM TOWN

A

3PM

LEAGUE

THU 30

MALDON & TIPTREE

H

7.45PM

LEAGUE

JANUARY
MON 03

BURY TOWN

A

1PM

LEAGUE

SAT 08

BARKING

H

3PM

LEAGUE

TUE 11

GT WAKERING ROVERS

H

7.45PM

LEAGUE

SAT 15

HASHTAG UNITED

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 22

HULLBRIDGE SPORTS

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 29

HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS

A

3PM

LEAGUE

FEBRUARY
SAT 05

GRAYS ATHLETIC

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 12

TILBURY

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 19

AFC SUDBURY

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 26

BRENTWOOD TOWN

A

3PM

LEAGUE

MARCH
SAT 05

STOWMARKET TOWN

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 12

WITHAM TOWN

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 19

AVELEY

H

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 26

ROMFORD

H

3PM

LEAGUE

APRIL
SAT 09

BARKING

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 16

BURY TOWN

H

3PM

LEAGUE

MON 18

MALDON & TIPTREE

A

3PM

LEAGUE

SAT 23

COGGESHALL TOWN

H

3PM

LEAGUE

Att 73

ISTHMIAN NORTH
DIVISION TABLE 2021/22
POS

P

W

D

L

F

A

GD

PTS

Canvey Island

15

10

3

2

39

15

+24

33

Stowmarket Town

16

10

3

3

32

17

+15

33

Dereham Town

17

10

3

4

32

22

+10

33

Aveley

17

9

3

5

43

25

+18

30

AFC Sudbury

15

9

3

3

32

15

+17

30

Grays Athletic

16

8

5

3

31

15

+16

29

Brentwood Town

15

8

2

5

30

21

+9

26

Maldon & Tiptree

16

8

2

6

38

31

+7

26

Heybridge Swifts

17

8

1

8

37

34

+3

25

Bury Town

16

7

4

5

27

27

0

25

Hashtag United

17

7

4

6

24

25

-1

25

Tilbury

17

6

2

9

28

29

-1

20

Coggeshall Town

17

5

5

7

24

30

-6

20

Basildon United

16

5

4

7

17

24

-7

19

Great Wakering Rovers

16

5

2

9

27

36

-9

17

Felixstowe & Walton United

13

5

1

7

16

22

-6

16

Barking

16

4

3

9

23

35

-12

15

Witham Town

16

3

4

9

14

33

-19

13

Romford

17

3

1

13

16

48

-32

10

Hullbridge Sports

17

1

5

11

13

39

-26

8
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Café Bencotto Christmas Menu
2 course lunch £25 or 3 course £30

includes a glass of Prosecco on arrival & Christmas crackers

Festive Buffet £15 per person

Available to pre book for parties of 12 or more

The Alex Café Bar

│

from 9:30pm

│

free entry

│

all welcome

UNDER 23’S FIXTURES
octoBer
2
9
16
23
30

STANWAY PEGASUS
BARNSTON
EARLS COLNE
TIPTREE JOBSERVE
DEDHAM OLD BOYS

H
H
A
A
A

3PM
3PM
3PM
2.30PM
3PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE
ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE
ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE
BORDER LEAGUE CUP
ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

L 6-0
L 2-1
L 7-0
L 4-0
W 3-2

H
A
H

2PM
2PM
2PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE
ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE
ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

L 3-1
L 6-2
D 1-1

2PM
7.45PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE
ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

1PM
2PM

ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE
ESSEX & SUFFOLK BORDER LEAGUE

novemBer
6
13
20

CHELMSFORD CITY RESERVES
OLD NEWTON
SUDBURY SPORTS

DECEMBer
18
21

LAWFORD LADS
A
BRANTHAM ATHLETIC RESERVES A

JANUARY
3
8

COLNE ATHLETIC
HATFIELD PEVEREL

H
A

Essex & Suffolk Border League
Premier Division TABLE 2020/21
POS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Stanway Pegasus
Chelmsford City Reserves
West Bergholt
Alresford Colne Rangers
Colne Athletic
Tiptree Heath
White Notley
Dunmow Town
Barnston
Sudbury Sports F.C.
Gas Recreation
Earls Colne
Brantham Athletic F.C. Reserves
Dedham Old Boys
Hatfield Peverel
Little Oakley Reserves
Felixstowe & Walton United FC U23
Lawford Lads

P
18
20
20
20
18
17
19
19
19
20
20
21
20
21
21
21
18
18

W
17
14
13
11
11
9
9
8
7
8
8
7
6
5
4
4
3
3

D
1
2
5
5
1
2
1
4
5
2
2
4
6
5
5
3
2
1

L
0
4
2
4
6
6
9
7
7
10
10
10
8
11
12
14
13
14

F
65
59
56
46
49
50
52
40
31
35
48
33
35
33
41
39
24
25

A
14
23
22
36
29
29
49
43
26
39
60
37
44
59
65
68
61
57

GD
51
36
34
10
20
21
3
-3
5
-4
-12
-4
-9
-26
-24
-29
-37
-32

PTS
52
44
44
38
34
29
28
28
26
26
26
25
24
20
17
15
11
10

UNDER 18’S FIXTURES
septemBer
02		
09		
16
23
27

FAKENHAM TOWN
IPSWICH WANDERERS
WHITTON UNITED
WHITTON UNITED
BURY TOWN

H
H
A
H
A

7.45PM
7.45PM
7.45PM
7.45PM
7.45PM

FA YOUTH CUP PRELIMINARY ROUND
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE
FA YOUTH CUP 1ST ROUND QUALIFYING
SUFFOLK FA BOYS MIDWEEK CUP
FA YOUTH CUP 2ND QUALIFYING ROUND

P-P
W 3-1
W 5-0
W 4-3
D 2-2

11		 CHELMSFORD CITY
A
28 		 HARWICH & PARKESTON H

7.45PM
7.45PM

FA YOUTH CUP 3RD QUALIFYING ROUND
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE

L 8-0
W 5-0

OCTOBER
(5-3 WIN ON PENS)

novemBer
4		
11		
18 		
25		

HADLEIGH UNITED
IPSWICH WANDERERS
WOODBRIDGE TOWN
IPSWICH WANDERERS

A
A
H
A

7.45PM
7.45PM
7.45PM
7.45PM

THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE
SUFFOLK BOYS MIDWEEK CUP
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE

W 4-0
W 3-1
W 3-1
W 3-1

H
H

7.45PM
7.45PM

THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE
THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE

L 7-0

DECEmBer
9 		 NEEDHAM MARKET
16 		 WHITTON UNITED

Thurlow Nunn Youth FootBall League
central league TABLE 2020/21
POS
1

P

W

D

L

GD

PTS

Needham Market FC U18

12

9

3

0

55

30

2

Leiston FC U18

10

8

0

2

30

24

3

Felixstowe & Walton United FC U18

8

5

1

2

7

16

4

Woodbridge Town FC U18 (TNYL)

12

4

3

5

-9

15

5

Ipswich Wanderers FC U18 (TN)

9

4

2

3

-4

14

6

Framlingham Town FC U18 (Thurlow Nunn)

10

4

2

4

5

14

7

Stowmarket Town Youth FC U18 (Thurlow

11

4

2

5

-2

14

8

Harwich & Parkeston Youth U18

10

3

0

7

-27

9

9

Whitton United FC U18 (TNYFL)

8

2

1

5

-17

7

10

Hadleigh United FC U18 (TNL)

12

0

2

10

-38

2
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SQUADS

PITCHING IN Isthmian North League
Tuesday 14th December 2021
Kick off: 7.45pm

Felixstowe &
Walton United FC

red/yellow - goals - played

Manager: Stuart Boardley
Assistant Manager: Andy Crump
Kit: Red & White GK: Turquoise Blue

Callum Robinson
Callum Bennett
Stuart Ainsley
Miles Powell
Jordan Matthews
Armani Schaar
Leon Ottley-Gooch
Curtley Williams
Josh Hitter
Charlie Warren
Henry Barley
Ollie Canfer
Sam Nunn
Noel Aitkens
Lamell Howell
Rhys Henry
Billy Holland
Joe Whight
Zak Brown
Sam Ford
Harry Knock
Kieran Twinn
Danny Crump

Witham
Town FC

Interim Manager: Chris Taylor
Assistant Manager: Scott Canham
Kit: Yellow/Navy - GK: Royal Blue

Rhys Madden
Kahlil Kirwan-Meade
Jack Nolde
Billy Willis
Rokas Janilionis
Luke Ige
John Adebiyi
Liam Whipps
Nigel Aris
Adam Vyse
Suaibo Balde
Kye Jude
Adam Cheniti
Jamahl Godward
Ahmed Mohammed
Armani Orji

TODAY’S MATCH SPONSOR:

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: Mr George Laflin Assistant Referees: Mr Jack Luckman, Mr Matthew Oakley

