
 

FA Vase

First Round

Saturday 21st October 2017

Pictures Stan Baston

First things first - to all our travelling supporters, can I say a massive thank you from the
committee, management and players for making the long journey into the heart of fenland
country. Not the result we wanted, and you may have been outnumbered, but your presence
and support was felt throughout the game. Thank You!
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By my calculations, I reckoned
this match was my 26th trip to
The Fenmen’s home, spread
over three locations, since
1976, and I struggle to recall
many times when I have made
the return journey home feeling
elated, or even happy!
Sometimes, it appears a club
has the ‘evil eye’ over you, and
for me, this is one of them.

That said, it’s about what
happens on the day, and on

this occasion the home side deserved to win. They adapted to the conditions better than we
did, scored the goals and head into the second round, whilst we are left to concentrate on the
Thurlow Nunn League.

There were three changes to the side that rattled in four goals at Gorleston in midweek, with
Stefano Mallardo replacing Sheridan Driver at left back, Josh Kerridge at No 8 replacing
Stuart Boardley and Craig Jennings up top in place of the injured Nick Ingram. The playing
surface at the Elgoods Fenland Stadium looked immaculate, and the much forecast (Brian
the Hurricane) gale was gusting down the pitch at a seemingly ever increasing rate.



It was the worst possible start
for the Seasiders as their first
attack broke down and the
Fenmen’s centre back, Jamie
Stevens, found himself in an
advanced role down the left,
delivering a cross to the far
post where Alex Beck was left
unmarked eight yards out, to
volley the ball past Danny
Crump with just four minutes on
the clock.

The home side tried to ram home
their advantage, forcing a couple of
corners that came to nothing, while
Miles Powell fired a free kick over
the Wisbech bar from 20yds after
Josh Kerridge had been halted
unfairly, in the eyes of referee
David Hutton.

It perhaps should have been all
square in the 15th minute when
Callum Bennett collected the ball
in the middle of the park and set

off on a run that carried him 70
yards, playing a neat 1-2 with
Craig Jennings to get past
Fairweather before bursting into
the box. He lifted his shot over the
experienced Paul Bastock in the
Wisbech goal, who had narrowed
the angle to deny Bennett a clear
sight, and he could only watch as
the ball rolled across the
unguarded goalmouth and out for a
goal-kick.  



Two minutes later another
opportunity arose, this time more
clear-cut, as Craig Jennings got
into the area and went down after a
push from Stevens, who then
bundled into Jennings as they both
ended in a heap. It certainly
stopped Jennings’ progress, and
looked to me as clear a penalty as
we will see all season, with the pics
of the incident confirming my
thoughts - but I’m not the referee -
who turned away, with his hands
behind his back to express his view that there was no penalty. It was odd that if the decision
was that the defender, who was behind the attacker, hadn’t touched the attacker, although
they were both entangled on the floor, then the attacker must have been simulating, which
would mean a caution…

Three minutes later it was 2-0 when Fairweather met Danny Setchell’s corner kick with a firm
downward header, after Crump had saved Beck’s initial effort with the aid of the bar, to
concede the corner.

Those five minutes decided the
game in the home side’s favour -
the Seasiders forced several
corners and had several free kicks,
both before and after the break,
but never really tested Bastock
again, and 90 seconds into the
second half it was 3-0, as Michael
Frew squeezed the ball past
Crump from an acute angle. Dan
Davis added to the Seasiders’
woes by putting the ball in his own
net in the 73rd minute, but by then

the game had gone away from the Seasiders, who were left to wonder what might have
been.

Credit to a home side who played to the conditions, getting the ball forward early and chasing
it down, with Beck and Frew willing workers, and we wish them well in the next round and for
the remainder of the season.
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The Fenmens hospitality was excellent and the crowd as partisan and vociferous as I
remember down the years. It’s back to the bread & butter job next week with the honey pot
put away for another year!
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