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I was talking to a friend after
Tuesday’s game who said “We
should have won by a country
mile!” which made me think about
people’s perception of things. I
haven’t spoken to the
management before writing this, or
any of the players, so I write a
personal view although it’s officially
via the club’s website.

Firstly, I have always considered
The Royals a decent side over the
past half dozen seasons, and
looking back to when they added
Pakefield to their title in 2007 they
have finished in the top six five
times, and never finished lower
than 13th, not something we can
boast over the last decade. So I
was fully expecting a difficult
evening and discounted the fact
they had yet to win a game, indeed
considering that fact a threat in
itself. It’s now a fact of life that sides are going to raise their games when they play us and
there are no ‘easy’ three pointers. We therefore have to be at our best as much as possible
and be willing to battle it out.

I thought we did just that, and played some attractive football in front of a cracking 288
spectators, taking our total at home games this season to date to well over 1,200, at an
average of 304 per game.

An afternoon haircut and a dash of rain had the pitch in decent nick for the game, with the
visitors kicking off towards the Dellwood Avenue end. Kirkley were the first to show, forcing a
third minute corner which was cleared under pressure, but it was the Seasiders who made
the decisive strike in the 9th minute when Taylor Hastings’ long ball out of defence found Joe
Francis on the right. Francis took on full back Kyle Haylock and got to the bye line before
cutting back and drilling a low effort into the far corner of the net, across Hayden Rogers in
the Kirkley goal. It was a fine finish, and a great start to the evening for the Seasiders.



The home side might have been
expected to go on from there to win
comfortably, but the visitors
stepped up their game with Dylan
Blades causing some anxious
moments with his pace and hard
work off the ball, and in the 22nd
minute it was all square. It was the
home defence who caused their
own problems, getting in a tangle
that saw a loose ball run across
Danny Crump’s goal - it looked as
though Lewis Flower got the touch

to turn it into the unguarded net to draw the sides level.

The goal livened the home side up and they responded well, forcing the Royals onto the back
foot, and only some last ditch defending in the 28th minute denied the home side regaining
the lead, Jordan Matthews seeing his effort blocked, and Josh Kerridge being denied by a
goal line clearance as he fired the loose ball back into the mix.

The Seasiders’ second goal wasn’t
long in coming though, as Francis
again received the ball wide on the
right before cutting inside and
again drilling the ball across
Rogers into the same corner as
the first goal, this time from just
inside the angle of the visitors’
penalty area.

The rain came down in fairly
substantial amounts as the game
moved towards half time, and the
visitors might have gone in level, but were denied by an acrobatic save from Danny Crump to
deny Lopes, who latched onto Gary Williams’ free kick into the box.

Callum Bennett, back from his antipodean trip, came on at half time for his first taste of
football this season, and quickly showed some deft touches that were encouraging for those
watching. He will certainly enjoy playing behind Francis and vice versa, as both like to get the
ball down and play on the ground.



Tweet

The Seasiders had control of the
game after the break, with Hayden
Rogers holding a 25 yard pile-
driver from Stuart Ainsley,
Sheridan Driver smacking an effort
against the Kirkley post and Scott
Chaplin seeing his effort blocked
as he pounced on the loose ball.

Crump saved well to deny Tarren
Grint, and followed that up by
saving Hammond’s effort but the
visitors never really looked like

getting back in the game, although they remained competitive throughout and based on this
performance that elusive first win will not be long in coming.
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