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Where do I begin?!!

They wrote a song starting with
those words many moons ago,
and at 9:30pm on Friday
evening they sprang to mind as
the referee’s whistle signalled
the end of the match at Walmer
Road. I think both sets of
supporters were left scratching
our heads at the end, with
some bizarre   decisions that
left everyone confused. Ok, the
referee had a bad night, but in
the end it was the two sides

that suffered the consequences of 9 yellow cards from a match that didn’t have a bad tackle
in it - two in particular, as bizarre as they come, with Scott Chaplin fouled in the Royals area,
getting booked for simulation. Fortunately, the incident was caught on camera by a supporter,
showing as clear a penalty as any you are likely to see this season! And at the end, Nick
Ingram getting cautioned for taking too long to get back into position after we had scored our
third goal, assumingly for ‘time wasting’ in time added on. Being 3-1 ahead, while the home
side were waiting to make a substitution - that, the referee ignored. That, in itself, was
holding up the restart!



All that having been said, the
game itself was one the
Seasiders management knew
would be a tough one. No
matter how far ahead you are
in the table, or how good you
feel you are, you are never
going to get an easy night at
Walmer Road. We won the
reverse fixture at the end of
August 2-1, and I commented
after the game that I thought
The Royals were a decent side
who liked to play football - and

that was pretty much the same on
Friday. What they did lack was
someone to add a finish to their
approach play, and if they can
solve that problem they will rapidly
rise up the table, methinks.

The Seasiders got off to the ideal
start, working a neat interchange
of passes that eventually found
Miles Powell on the edge of the
home side’s area, and he struck a
splendid effort into the top corner of the net with just 90 seconds on the clock.

Adam Rix in the home goal turned away a Craig Jennings’ effort at the expense of a corner
and the penalty incident then followed, or rather non-penalty incident. The Royals should
have been level in the 20th minute when they built a good attack, and Kyle Baker found
himself 8 yards out with a clear sight of goal, but lifted his shot and crashed it against Kevin
Holland’s bar and away to safety.

Rix produced a magnificent save to
turn a Stuart Boardley free kick
over the bar for a corner after
Jennings had been tripped on the
edge of the area, and then more
confusion as the referee appeared
to show a yellow card to the
Royals’ Jack Herbert, which would
have been his second, getting out
his red card, but then appeared to
change his mind and rescind that
decision.



The Seasiders doubled the lead 5 minutes later, when Stef Mallardo, finding himself wide on
the right, crossed to the far post for Scott Chaplin, running in, to head down past Rix from 8
yards - an excellent finish from the smallest man in the area, and a deserved one for Chaplin
who had been the busiest player in the visitors’ side throughout the first half.

The home side might have reduced the deficit on the stroke of half time when they were
awarded a free kick 20 yards out - Miguel Lopez struck his effort well enough but Holland got
down to turn it round the post for a corner, and from the resultant corner Baker blasted the
ball over the Seasiders’ bar.

The second half was a case of the
Seasiders defending their two goal
advantage as the home side gave
it their best shot, and Holland was
called into action to make vital
saves on a couple of occasions.
One of them resulted in a goal kick
which the Seasiders’ custodian
might well have been disappointed
about as it looked an excellent
fingertip save, although I was a
long way from the incident.

Joe Francis replaced Craig Jennings, Josh Kerridge came on for Jamal Wiggins, and Kye
Ruel made his debut in the final ten minutes, with Scott Chaplin getting a well-earned rest.
The changes gave a different dynamic to the Seasiders’ play and the Seasiders began to get
on top in the final 15 minutes, and it was against the run of play that The Royals reduced the
deficit with four minutes of normal time left.

The goal was credited to Kyle Haylock, although it looked as though Mallardo had got a foot
in the way and diverted it past Holland with the aid of a post, but I’m sure the Seasiders’
defender won’t be too disappointed not to be credited with an O.G…

It should have set the stage for a
big finish from the home side, as
they went in search of an
equaliser, which I’m sure they felt
they deserved from the game, but
the difference in quality quickly
showed, with Powell hitting a long
cross field ball to Joe Francis, who
cleverly squared the ball to Josh
Kerridge on the edge of the area
and he finished with a low, hard
shot into the bottom corner of Rix’s
net.



Tweet

It was then left to Miles Powell to finish the game as it had started, collecting the ball on the
left and from the tightest of angles, clipping the ball beyond Wilson and across the keeper to
find the net with the aid of the far post. While all the Seasiders goals were good finishes, the
fourth was definitely the pick of the bunch.

 

A tough game against a side that look better than the league table suggests, and they don’t
get any easier, as we travel to Gorleston on Tuesday evening for another difficult encounter.

Hopefully we’ll see you all there!!
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